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>> BEATRICE PLUCHON: Good afternoon to all. While we are waiting for the elected official to sit, we have another quiz for you in connection with the 25th anniversary of the Resolution 70. So, again, we'd like you to take your phone and reply to the question of the day, which is, when was ITU's gender task force first established? 
>> BEATRICE PLUCHON: So, you really want to see the answer, so the answer is 1998. Yeah! And I think you can recognize some persons in the picture. I think, Doreen, you're here in the picture as well. So, this was in 1998.  So, thank you. 
So, now let's continue. Mr. Chairman, you have the floor. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Beatrice. Welcome to our second plenary. Yesterday at the Steering Committee meeting, we reviewed the time management plan. That's in Document DT/2 Rev 3, which you can see has already been published.  
Today, we will start with the report of the Plenipotentiary Conference 2022 report, and then the periodic review of the ITRs, and we will then continue with documents, as has been planned.  We've moved the World Telecommunication Day and the Global Policy Forum for Tuesday, and the Council improvements will be moved to Thursday next week.  
So, continuing with our agenda items.  I would like to invite the Secretariat, Beatrice, to present Document C23/4. Beatrice.  
>> BEATRICE PLUCHON: Thank you, Chair. On behalf of the Secretary‑General, I'm pleased to present Document C23/4 on the 22nd PP in Bucharest, which was held from the 26th of September to the 14th of October 2022. This document shows the preparatory work and the organization and the outcomes of the conference, and it plans and sets out the proposals made to improve the organization and the procedures of the conference; that is to say, strengthening the preparatory interregional process under the leadership of the management set out and the continuation of work, including on training and the making of the conference more eco‑responsible and the integration of gender equality in the preparation work for the conference. 
The document brings together the decisions adopted by the conference, and the information document covers, in particular, the decisions based on the recommendations of the commissions and committees and working groups of the plenary.  This includes Recommendation 4, which is in charge of the carrying out of electoral campaigns and procedures for elections. 
We would like to thank, once more, the government of Romania and ENCOM for their welcome, and for his dynamic leadership and management of the conference. We'd also like to thank Australia for their support in the training of more than 100 female delegates to the conference. So, the Council is invited to take note of this report and the instruction which was given by the PP to review the issue of the holding of electoral campaigns and procedures for election by the end of the 2024 session. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Beatrice. And we also received a contribution from Romania. And if Romania could take the floor to present the document 84. Please go ahead, Romania.  
>> ROMANIA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you, Beatrice, for presenting the report.  Secretary‑General, honorable councillors, ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of Romania, let me begin by reiterating what an honor and pleasure it was for our country to host the ITU's highest level event, PP22, and to convey our gratitude and appreciation to the ITU Secretariat for the excellent collaboration we had throughout years of preparations for PP22 and constant support. 
We are proud that the decisions made in Bucharest have all been based on consensus, and thanks to everyone for participating in good faith and helped chart the path to our common goals for the next years, to tackle together the challenges of the ever‑changing ICT sector. In Bucharest, we also elected a new management team that we can see is already doing an amazing job. 
Dear colleagues, building on the most rewarding experience gained as host country throughout the preparations of the 21st edition of the Plenipotentiary Conference, Romania would like to put forward a few proposals and recommendations for improving the preparatory process of the conference, both content and logistics‑wise.  
On the content part, first, let me highlight some main points with regards to the interregional exercise. We believe it is important to clearly define the outcomes of the preparatory process, meaning more administrative documents of the conference, such as the time management plan, the structure of the conference, but also deliverables that require more negotiations, such as the list of chairs and Vice Chairs and aspects related to contributions to be submitted. 
Also, the Secretariat in cooperation with the designated chairman, should work on an action plan and a calendar of activities that can be conducted before the PP in order to facilitate the smooth running of the conference, that should include inter alia documents that can be agreed upon before the start of the conference. 
Last, but not least, in terms of time and cost efficiency, we propose fostering interregional coordination before the conference with the support of the ITU Secretariat by organizing these meetings as much as possible during the year prior to the Plenipotentiary Conference back-to-back with ITU Council sessions or any other major ITU events. 
On the topic of women empowerment, PP22 represented a further step in the journey towards gender equality as a total of 33% of the delegates were women. To promote the gender‑balanced PP, future conferences should further enhance the participation of women so they can have substantive voice in the decision‑making process of the conference. 
The women that have benefitted from training should be taken into consideration as candidates for positions in the management team of the conference. During the period between Plenipotentiary Conferences, the Secretariat should organize training programmes to give the beneficiaries of the trainings an opportunity to share their experience and expertise with other Wendell gates. 
Another topic we would like to add is youth involvement. We believe it is important to recognize the value of youth perspective and create opportunities for their meaningful participation to enable them to engage with decision‑makers about their views and also to involve them in the working groups and informal consultations.  Therefore, we encourage Member States to include young people in their delegations. This would give them the opportunity to become familiar with the working procedures and the ITU priorities, and to use the information and experience more effectively during the PP. 
Another means of improving the conference is represented by training of delegates on the overall process of the conference. In this concern, we propose that during the years between Plenipotentiary Conferences, the Secretariat organize workshop trainings, coaching, especially for chairing meetings, info sessions and online learning, structured and listed on specific themes. 
In terms of cost efficiency, recording most of the training sessions and making them available on the ITU website should be considered alongside with information relevant for those who wish to have a chairing position. 
In terms of time management, as proceeded during PP22, we support starting the work of ad hoc groups and committees in the first week of the conference and eliminate late‑night working sessions based on working procedures agreed upon during the interregional preparatory process. Reducing the length of contributions, as they are a time‑consuming process during the PP, is also recommended. 
Given the great interest from the participants in the side events during PP22, it is advisable to continue organizing such events. We also suggest making use of some financial mechanism which can involve ITU or member states for encouraging participation of young students, sector members, and academia with a national delegation which would lead to diversity in terms of representation and interests. 
On the logistics, the first point is represented by the host country agreement that provides the legal and financial framework for the preparatory process of the PP. From our perspective, more flexibility tailored to national particularities, especially related to economic and financial environment and legal landscape, would be recommended.  Making conference more sustainable is also important, and PP22 put special emphasis on sustainability and the protection of the environment and further efforts should be made at a steady pace. Sustainability is one of nowadays topical subjects. We need to tackle it and implement measures to reduce the event's carbon footprint, as proposed by our contribution. 
Furthermore, the conference should give particular attention to equitable job representation regarding the number of delegates to ensure that every region is equally represented; thus, reducing the disparities between the States and promoting more active participation of the developing countries. Social events organized within each Plenipotentiary Conference should highlight the cultural traditions and the involvement of every hosting member state in ITU's activities, while limiting other types of services in order to reduce the financial burden that arising from organizing such events on a foreign soil, as well as minimizing the impact on waste and sustainability. 
To conclude, and given the valuable experience gained upon hosting PP22, Romania invites the ITU Council to consider the suggestions put forth on improving the Plenipotentiary Conference. As well, Romania proposes the Council request the Secretariat to examine the proposals for improving the rollout of Plenipotentiary Conference, conduct a consultation on PP improvement with the Member States, and present their findings to Council 2024 for further consideration and appropriate action. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: I thank you. Thank you, Romania. I would also like to thank you for having welcomed us in Bucharest. And I now would like to open the floor for any comments.  Brazil.  You have the floor.  
>> BRAZIL: Thank you, Mr. President. For sure, we will not forget the beautiful Bucharest. And it was generous how Romania brought the lessons from the last Plenipotentiary Conference. Working on improvements for the subsequent PP is timely because we now have more margin to reflect than just ITU's practice. I'd like to emphasize the importance of the improvement suggested about content and enabling meaningful participation is strengthening the interregional meetings and strengthening the mechanisms to strengthen women's presence and training delegates. 
On the other hand, we still have concerns about meeting the contributions' extension, which could affect Member States' rights. Having said that, we agree with the conclusion of the document. The consultation with all the Member States, for sure, will bring more elements. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Brazil. We have a request for the floor from Indonesia. You have the floor. 
>> INDONESIA: Thank you, Chair.  First, we would like to express our gratitude to the government of Romania, which had provided our effort in order to serve delegation. Delegation of ITU PP22. The government of Romania demonstrated great cooperation and warm hospitality to the conference. It played to create a conductive environment for fruitful discussion among the states. 
Second, we would like to express gratitude to all Member States for electing Indonesia as member of the Council for 2023‑2026 period. It is our pleasure that Member States put their trust into Indonesia to keep dedication and collaboration within ITU community.  
Last, but not least, in light of the proposal from Romania, this experience will be very beneficial to the ITU Secretariat and also for the host member country for the next PP. Thank you, Chair. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Indonesia.  Now the United Kingdom has the floor. 
>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you, Chair. As this is my first time taking the floor in the plenary, I'd like to congratulate you on your appointment, and indeed, the leadership on the good progress made already during the first six months.  I was privileged to be the Vice Chair of PP22 for the European Region, but I hope I can speak for all regions in saying it was a very successful conference, generously and expertly hosted by Romania.  
Our collective achievements included the first resolution on AI, a new resolution on global pandemics, and a new resolution on space 2030, and many important updates to existing resolutions. These were possible as a result of sensible working practices, good preparation, and a spirit of great collaboration at a conference which rightly worked hard on advancing gender equality, youth participation, and sustainability. 
As my colleague notes, there is more to do in many of these areas, and the UK wholly endorses Romania's suggestions. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, United Kingdom. We now give the floor to the USA.  
>> UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Thank you, Mr. Chair. And I want to echo others and to thank Romania for their great hospitality and excellence in organizing such a memorable conference. We welcome the contribution. I think I agree with others that it's important to reflect upon these best practices and recommendations so we can help make improvements on future conferences. 
We also welcome the interregional coordination process. I think it was a helpful way for us to informally get together and make some progress on working methods, as well as some of the more tricky policy issues, so it will help save us time, and the late‑night working sessions, which I think is another one that we hope we can continue in the future.  
I think the consultation proposed by Romania is a great idea and a way for us to reflect on ways that we can emphasize and capture upon the training opportunities and progress towards a more gender‑balanced conference in the future. So, thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, U.S. Now Mexico has the floor.  
>> MEXICO: Thank you, Chair. Just as my colleagues who have already spoken, we'd like to thank the administration of Romania for having received us in such a warm manner during the Plenipotentiary Conference and for having organized such an excellent conference.  We would also like to express our support for the proposals made by Romania. They're very interesting, and we think we are at a very good time to be able to analyze and improve the preparatory process for the next Plenipotentiary Conference, which will help us to improve the presence of women and youth and have greater interlinkage between the regions to have a better conference. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Mexico. Now I give the floor to the Philippines.  
>> PHILIPPINES: The PP22 was such an enriching and memorable experience for the Philippines, so I'd like to take this opportunity as well to thank Romania for your warm hospitality.  We are also grateful for our re‑election in the new ITU Council. It is good to learn from previous conferences and improve from these insights. So, therefore, we express our support to the recommendations of our colleagues from Romania, especially on the call for briefings about overall processes of the conference, especially for members who are joining PP for the first time. As much as possible, we request that documents are prepared as early as possible, so we can also confer with our delegation. We also strongly support the increase of women participation and creating more engaging activities. 
I just would like to take this opportunity to really share this inspiring result coming from Romania. We participated in the so‑called Digital Women Leaders Breakfast, which led to the trailblazing event, the first ever ASEAN Girls in IT, which the Philippines proudly hosted two weeks ago. From that event, it inspired a lot of us ASEAN countries to create more collaboration and continue with programmes in our countries to increase the number of girls in ICT courses, careers, and certifications moving forward. 
We also strongly encourage and support the call for more youth envoys representing every member state, or at least a significant number per region, so that we really reach the ambition as well of having young people join us in the policy‑making. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Philippines.  Now, as the list is growing, I would like to give the following floor to Kenya, China, Thailand, Saudi Arabia, Germany, Argentina, Canada, and then we will go on up to Bahrain. Thank you.  Kenya. Kenya. 
>> KENYA: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Romania, for that report and proposals for further improvement, as Kenya would like to appreciate the Union and the host Romania for their exemplary planning of the PP22 and execution of the same, which we believe was a great success.  We'd also like to appreciate the efforts made towards the preparatory process, which most notably, the efforts of the Secretariat to prepare the delegates to participate in an effective and efficient manner.  These efforts included sensitization sessions crafted to empower female delegates in our delegations, and it equipped us with the necessary tools and skills to be able to participate in the meetings, and to a greater extent, it also encouraged us to take up leadership roles during the conferences. This was quite encouraging, for a start, and we do encourage the Secretariat to continue with this practice in support to the members, and where possible, extend this programme to the youth in order to properly onboard youth into this discourse and the discussions at the Union, and as well as building capacity for participation at high‑level meetings of the Union through a customized preparatory process of engagement and onboarding youth and women more into our meetings, not only the PP, but also other associated meetings of the union. We thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Kenya.  China next. You have the floor. 
>> CHINA: Thank you, Mr. Chair. We sincerely thank the government of Romania for holding a very successful PP conference in Bucharest. We spent an excellent and fruitful three‑week time. 
The outcomes of the conference are important for the future development of our Union. In the meantime, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to all those who have supported China's re‑election as a member of Council. China will continue to strengthen our cooperation with members and the Union in order to fulfill our duties and obligations as well as our mandate. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, China. I now give the floor to Thailand.  
>> THAILAND: Thank you very much, Chair, and good afternoon, colleagues. Thailand would like to thank Romania for this valuable contribution regarding PP22, and again, to congratulate you for the successful PP Conference. I believe we all remember our good time there. And apart from the success of the conference we had, I, for one, really enjoyed my three weeks there, and from time to time, I look at my photo taken there and miss my time in Romania a lot. 
For the proposal, of course, we support everything you proposed, so we support all the proposals contained in this document, but we want to highlight two proposals regarding first country agreement and training of delegates. We believe that the training will be the key to better prepare delegates for member states, especially when it comes to ITU major conference. Last year in Romania, it was my first time joining the PP, so it took me quite a while to learn about the meeting and get into the meeting, but it was a good experience. So, I think the training would really help all the new members. 
We also want to highlight the proposal regarding more flexible host country agreement, which will be the backbone of hosting conference. We believe that this would benefit both the ITU and host countries. In addition, we would like to suggest that we apply these proposals to other major events of ITU, including the WTDC to be held in Thailand. And once again, thank you very much, Romania, for this very valuable contribution. Thank you. Back to you, Chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Thailand. I now give the floor to Saudi Arabia. 
>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you, Chair. First of all, we would like to most warmly thank Romania for the organization of the Plenipotentiary meeting.  It was a very successful meeting, and we benefitted from their warm hospitality and excellent organization.  And in particular, when we think about the preparations for the Plenipotentiary Conferences, the coordination meetings, this all helps towards achieving consensus. We'd like to thank them once more and we look forward to participating in the next Plenipotentiary Conference in Qatar. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Saudi Arabia. We now have a request for the floor from Germany. Please go ahead. 
>> GERMANY: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Germany, as well, would like to thank Romania and congratulate for hosting the PP22. And we also fully support the proposal from Romania. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Germany. I give the floor to Argentina, please. Argentina, you have the floor.  
>> ARGENTINA: Thank you, Chairman.  At the outset, I would like to thank Romania for having been an excellent host during the organization of this fabulous conference. We were all certainly very happy with the outcome of the conference and we would like to thank them for all the efforts undertaken, which we know was difficult to organize. 
We are in alignment with the proposal, and there are some questions which we feel are important to raise.  33% of participants, female participation in this type of conference, and especially in leadership teams within the conference is still a significant divide. Therefore, we would like to firmly support that we take on board these recommendations put forward by Romania in order to strike a better gender balance as soon as possible. 
I'd also like to underscore that for Argentina, it's really important to involve young people in participation in these types of conferences.  This is part and parcel of the actions to be taken from ITU. And as a council member, what we'd like to suggest, of course to different working groups, to have tangible measures towards participation. We think that we share all of this desire, but we do need to see these wishes reflected into tangible measures and tangible actions in order to see effective outcomes. We also think that it's important to train delegates, and this is closely related to the previous matter. If we want to see younger people and we want to see better participation of new members, then we have to strongly focus on training of these delegates so that they can participate in these conferences.  
In this vain, another comment pertains to the structure of the conferences; in particular, when we look at different agenda items in parallel and administrations from developing countries cannot always follow the discussions because we are working at an organization, at a conference where we try to kind of address that some of us have smaller delegation sizes. Thank you very much. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Argentina. Canada, please, you have the floor.  
>> CANADA: Yes. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Very briefly, to profusely thank our dear friends from Romania. Christiana, Maralina, wonderful. We not only had a very successful Plenipotentiary Conference, but we were treated incredibly well. We are very grateful for Romania. 
And taking note of some previous comments, particularly from the Philippines and from Argentina, there were also some very important events on the margins, within that beautiful palace, events where we had young people participating in all sorts of discussions. The networks of women. We do sincerely hope that we institute that participation in an open, frank, with no restrictions, so that we can hear clearly and loud enough the voices of young people and the voices of women in the proceedings of this union. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Canada. I'd like to give the floor to our last speaker, Bahrain, please. Bahrain, you have the floor. 
>> BAHRAIN: Thank you, Chair. We would like to thank all countries who supported our election in Bucharest last year and would like to assure you that we will maximize our efforts to add value within the Council.  
I'd like to take this opportunity to congratulate the UAE for hosting and organizing WRC23 in Dubai, end of this year, and we are sure to be an exceptional event, and we look forward to it. Thank you so much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Bahrain. And lastly, I'd like to give the floor to Romania.  
>> ROMANIA: Thank you very much, Chair. Thank you for the kind word, and thanks to everyone for actively participating in PP22 to work towards consensus‑based results. I think it was a very successful conference. And I want to once again offer my thanks to the Secretariat, to Beatrice, Elizabeth, Isabel, Edmund, Catalina, Olivier, Max, Antoine, and all of the others. There is so much work behind the scenes that we do with the guidance of the Secretariat that I don't think everybody sees, and I want to make emphasis on thanking you for your patience, and especially because we were organizing this event during a pandemic; we weren't sure what will be the result, but it was a very good result. 
And I also want to offer some thanks and regards from the PP22 chair, from Sabine. He said he had a crash course with the three world conferences last year. To attend the world conference before chairing one is very important, so this is something that maybe future chairs can take into account.  And he said also that we are a unique family in the ITU and we should keep our spirit of consensus and goodwill alive. And also, let's hope that maybe for the next PP, we will have the first woman to chair the meeting, who knows. 
And once again, thank you very much. We look forward to the next Plenipotentiary in Doha and will do whatever we can do of help to future hosts. We are here. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Romania, once again. I think we are all in agreement with the excellent organization of the conference, so I'd like to invite the Council to take note of the report contained in Document C23/4.  And to request the Secretariat to examine the proposals from Romania for improving the rollout of the Plenipotentiary Conference, to conduct a consultation on PP improvement with member states, including possible improvements to the PP, including the review of the elections procedures and ethical guidelines, and present the findings to Council 2024.  
I would now like to give the floor to the Secretary‑General.  You have the floor, Doreen. 
>> DOREEN BOGDAN‑MARTIN: Yes, thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. I simply wanted to add our thanks to Romania. I think the Plenipot 22 will always hold a special place in our hearts, picking up on the beautiful logo also that you created. Of course, we all remarked and appreciated the incredible preparatory process and the preparedness of the host country, the seamless running of the conference, the engagement of the chair. We send Sabine our regards. The inclusiveness, as we have heard from so many others, especially for young people. And I would add, of course, the encouraging and enabling environment that you put in place to encourage women to take an active role in the conference. Of course, the facilities, your amazing hospitality, the sharing of your culture and your history. I think we also appreciated that as well. 
And fact that we were able to get fit at the conference, despite going, at some points, to eight or nine receptions in one evening. We actually came back more fit after walking some 22,000 ‑‑ I think that was my record ‑‑ steps in one day. 
But I think most importantly, Mr. Chairman, really to express our thanks to Romania for helping to ensure that the Plenipot 22 concluded with a really strong outcome for this institution, and that is universal connectivity and sustainable digital transformation. Thank you very much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Secretary‑General.  I would now move on to the next agenda item.  I'd like to invite the Secretariat to present Document C23/12. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. On behalf of the Secretary‑General, it is my pleasure to present Document 23/12, periodic review of the International Telecommunication Regulations, the ITRs. This document provides an overview and highlights instructions received from the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference on the periodic review of the ITRs. So, Res 146 instructs the Secretary‑General to reconvene an expert group on the ITRs, EG‑ITRs, open to ITU Member States and sector members, with terms of reference and working methods established by the ITU Council. The resolution also instructs the Council to review and revise the ToR and EG‑ITRs for the session, so this session, and the Council is invited to review and revise the ToR for EG‑ITRs. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much. We'll now move on to the next four contributions. I'd like to begin with Document C23/66. So, document 66 from Australia, USA, and Canada, please.  Would somebody from one of those countries? Canada, please, you have the floor.  
>> CANADA: Yes, thank you very much, Chairman. I am very pleased to present the following contribution on behalf of the administrations of Australia, the United States of America, and Canada.  Mr. Chairman, we believe that the document and the contribution is self‑explanatory. We are offering a very clear path forward in terms of continuing to address this recurring issue of the ITRs by means of suggesting and offering for the consideration of this council some new terms of reference.  In doing so, Mr. Chairman, we are cognizant of the responsibility that we have to follow the instructions we got from the Plenipotentiary Conference in Bucharest, and particularly from Resolution 146 that, as you all may recall, modified its title from "Review and Revision" to only "Review."  
It is in that token, Chairman, that our Terms of References are focusing on having a comprehensive review of the ITRs, basically 2012 version, with a view of producing a series of interim reports that will conclude with a final report to be submitted to the Council in 2026 for further consideration by Council and its submission to the Plenipotentiary Conference in 2026.  We are confident that with the adoption of this Terms of Reference, as included in this presentation, this contribution, from Australia, the United States, and Canada, that we will have a clear path forward and that the final report will be consistent to reflect all the views, all the opinions, and all of the contributions, written or verbal, produced during the four, or how many sessions the expert group will have in its final version and final report to the Council in 2026. 
Finally, I would like to recall that we have been on this exercise for about eight, if not ten years. And as it's indicated in the preliminary part of our contribution, we reflect on the fact that we have to take into account the previous reports of this expert group that was ably chaired first by Mr. Fernando from Mexico and then Mr. Rolando from Zambia. So, with that, Mr. Chairman, I hope we get some consideration to this document, and of course, the support from some fellow administrations.  Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Canada.  I'd now like to move to the next document. I'd like to invite C23/73 to be presented. This is a multi-country contribution.  Chechnya, please, you have the floor.  
>> CHECHNYA: Thank you for the floor. I am representing Slovenia, the Czech Republic, United Kingdom, Sweden, and Switzerland. You might see that the proposal follows the instructions stipulated in the Resolution 146, and it proposes an amendment to the respective council resolution to continue the work of the re‑established expert group on ITRs with the aim to come to really focused, final report to the Council '26 and the Plenipotentiary Conference in 2026. 
The main change, in our view, should be that the expert group should not be in haste; should prepare well before it convenes, so it formally can exist as from the moment the ToRs are approved by the Council, but the first meeting can wait until 2024. And then, once a year to review the cases, the particular cases where existence of two sets of ITRs created any problems and where ITRs were in the past or are in the present being used to resolve dispute. But further details are definitely included in the document, in the proposed contribution here.  And we would like to call the council members to act in line with possible savings, or in order not to spend an excessive amount of resources, time, and energy, on such task which repeatedly comes back.  
So, with this, we put this proposal in front of the council to consider. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Chechnya. Now we shall move on to the next document, C23/77. This is also a multi-country contribution. South Africa, please. You have the floor. 
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thank you very much, Chairperson.  South Africa is pleased to present Document 77, which is a multi-country proposal to the ITU Council on the terms of reference for an expert group on ITRs, on behalf of the following countries: Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Burkina Faso, Cote D'Ivoire, Egypt, United Arab Emirates, Ghana, Mauritius, Nigeria, South Africa, Tunisia, and Zimbabwe.  
Chairperson, we express our appreciation to the Secretary‑General for preparing Document 12, which provides an overview of the ITRs and highlights instructions received from the ITU Plenipot Conference, Bucharest 2022, on the periodic review of the ITRs.  
Chairperson, our proposal recognizes the effect that the current sets of ITRs, both the 1988 and the 2012, are outdated in their current form and that there is a need to come up with a new set of ITRs based on the realities of today. Chairperson, our contribution proposes to make an analysis of the current situation of the telecommunication environment regarding the new trends and the emerging technologies in order to identify high‑level principles applicable to members, and not directing the activities of private parties, and then prepare a drafted treaty. 
We look forward to working with other ITU members during this Council session in framing the terms of reference for EGITR. We believe that Council is instrumental in ensuring success of the fourth expert group on ITRs. So, it is all about the terms of reference, and it is only this council that can then be able to assist the expert group to then deliver in terms of its mandate. And through your leadership, chair, we want, when we then go to the next Plenipot, for the expert group to then report good news to the Plenipot. We cannot have a situation wherein we have numerous expert groups reporting only challenges. We need to move from that situation. And it is through your leadership, chair, and it is through the terms of reference that are going to be framed by this council which will ensure that, indeed, when we then go to the next Plenipot, we go there with one voice. Chair, it is possible. And the membership has demonstrated that, yes, they are able to work together to find common ground, to find consensus. 
In the last conference, chair, when we were in Romania, one of the critical issues was with respect to a new resolution on artificial intelligence. In the Plenipot conference, which was held in 2018, the conference was not able to adopt a resolution, but when we then went to Romania, we have then seen that the member states are able to find a common ground, to find a compromise, for the benefit of the organization and for the benefit of the people whose interest we regulate. And we believe that during this council, we should be able then to agree on the terms of reference that will then be able to guide the work of the expert group so that when you then report, chair, at the next Plenipot, you can report progress. Thank you, chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, South Africa. And now, I'd like to present Document C23/88, cor.1, also a multi-country contribution.  Russian Federation, you have the floor, please.  
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, chair. It is my honor to present the contribution from different countries ‑‑ Armenia, Russian Federation, Kyrgyz Republic. I would also like to focus your attention to the fact that the PP Resolution ‑‑ council resolution 1379, 2019. So, look at modernizing the EG‑ITRs following the work and look at this matter.  During this work, the Council 2022 was able to convene an expert group, and through this work at the PP, it was not possible to find consensus.  Thus, there were two camps, different points of view: We can accept some points or reject some. Therefore, this document, this part of the text which requests that the constitution point 5 needs to be upheld, and the provisions from the convention to be able to follow up on its mandate. We need to take the appropriate measures so that we can fully comply with what was set in terms of regulations and also to take into account the mandate of the organization. Therefore, today, the work of this is really important and within the skill set of the member states. We would also like to take all of the measures possible so that we can accept this modification to regulation whilst taking into account everything that was proposed at the Council, so looking at some provisions, and also taking into account what will be decided in the future and within its mandate. And this will, thus, allow the group to find tangible outcomes regarding the ITRs. 
One has to take into account the position of parties and to have a ToR, which perhaps will be identical to the previous one. This won't take us anywhere, unfortunately. I think it's really critical here to try and broker consensus, and we think there are some important provisions, which are listed in our contribution.  We need to have appropriate provisions for the ITRs. These need to be focused on consensus. And if consensus cannot be found, I think that the chair should perhaps have a special side meeting focused on this. Therefore, I think that within the group, no question can be left pending. 
If the group cannot find a consensual solution, these matters should be, therefore, transferred to the Secretary‑General for the next Council session, being mindful of other positions.  Thus, the Council can help the group to settle the pending matters pertaining to the two versions of the ITRs. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: I thank the Russian Federation.  Now we will give the floor to Japan. Japan, please go ahead.  
>> JAPAN: Thank you, Chair.  Regarding the review of ITR, we have allocated a large amount of time so far. Japan is of the view that we need to streamline our work and avoid duplication. Our future discussions should be built upon our past effort, and in this regard, we would like to support Document 66 and Document 73, and focus on review efficiency. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Japan. We now give the floor to Korea.  
>> REPUBLIC OF KOREA: Thank you, Mr. Chair. As we are well aware, the PP18 reconvened these ITRs and then reviewed its articles in the ITRs, but we failed to reach a consensus. And later found ourselves at odds with each other. So, since such differences in opinion continued with regard of review of the ITRs and discussions on the future updates at PP22. Korea believes that no more time should be wasted, and as in the past meetings. So, in this regard, the ToRs suggested by Document 66 seems to be able to reach the effective outcomes through those based discussions. So we support Document 66. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Korea. We have a request for the floor from China. You have the floor. 
>> CHINA: Thank you, Mr. Chair. We would also like to thank the Secretariat for providing us Document 12.  ITR remains the only document that regulates international telecommunication. It is helpful for improving telecom infrastructure, efficiency, and usability. It is important for international and telecom, especially for developing countries, and should continue to play an important role.  Considering latest trends in international telecom, ITRs should be reviewed periodically. 
We observe that, according to Resolution 146, review work has been conducted on a regular basis, and provision‑by‑provision review has been completed. We believe that the latest version of EGE should take account of previous work and conduct more substantive work; identify specific provisions to be reviewed and draft an action plan so that by 2026, the Council and PP can review this work.  We believe that Document 77 presented by South Africa provides a mind shift and a new solution for ITR review, which China highly appreciates. 
We agree with the ToR and Document 77. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, China. I now have on my list Indonesia, Cuba, Mexico, Uganda, and I also have Senegal on my list and the remote participation from Egypt. I would like to close the list so that we can ‑‑ so that I can make a proposal from the Chair on how we continue with these documents. So, I now give the floor to Indonesia.  
>> INDONESIA: Thank you, chair. First, Indonesia would thank the member states that support this agenda item. The expert group of ITRs. Furthermore, Indonesia also supports that the outcome from the reviews to expert group should be considered in the future expert group ITRs. Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Indonesia.  Cuba, you have the floor.  
>> CUBA: Thank you very much, Chair. And I'd like to thank the Secretariat for the document presented.  Cuba joins the proposal in the document presented, C23/77. The other proposals and comments that have been previously made and given by China we consider, and we also recognize that it's true that valuable studies have been carried out and other working groups have been held. It's been more than ten years, as we've heard, but what we are clear on is that technologies today are not the same as those not even a year ago; so how can we think that a set of rules approved once, one in 1988 and one in 2012, can cover all the technological advances that we have? I think we need to consider more, I think, when we are encouraging proposals that give us flexibility so we can adapt to a world that's constantly developing. 
We were talking and have seen all of the changes. We've participated in various events linked to artificial intelligence, and there's a great deal of concern within the United Nations and many organizations, because, yes, it brings a great deal of benefit, but it also brings great risks for our lives, our societies, and our development, if we don't regulate them. So, what role is the ITU going to play in this subject? 
The ITU, all of us here, all the Member States here, we must ensure that we take care of future development and the stability of our societies. That's why we are here. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Cuba.  Mexico, you have the floor. 
>> MEXICO: Thank you, Chair. I will be very brief.  The review of the ITRs is not something new, and has been said, it's been reviewed for many years. And for the establishment of this new expert group, it's very important that we bear in mind the work and discussions that have taken place in the past so that we can achieve a different result and achieve consensus. 
Mexico would like to express its support for Document 66 presented by the United States, Canada, and Australia. We think it covers and reflects all the points we've already discussed. Thank you. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Mexico. I now give the floor to Uganda. Uganda, you have the floor. 
>> UGANDA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Dear fellow councillors, we all recognize the rapid advancements in the global ICT sector outlook and the shared objective of ensuring a beneficial and inclusive ICT experience for the users in both developed and developing countries. It's imperative for the union to harness its leading role and multi‑stakeholder convening platform to foster the establishment of such a conducive global framework. In this vain, Uganda fully supports the proposed terms of reference outlined in Document 77. We believe that these terms of reference will empower the expert group to generate a comprehensive report to the council, and ultimately, to the Plenipotentiary Conference of 2026. And Uganda is committed to actively engage in these efforts, and we look forward to productive discussions and outcomes. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Uganda. We continue now with Senegal. 
>> SENEGAL: Thank you very much, Chair.  I also thank the Secretary‑General for the report that was presented.  For Senegal, we think that we have a unique opportunity to solve this issue of the ITRs that has been in our discussion, and it also provides us with a unique opportunity to take into account the development of technology since the last review. So, we fully support the proposal made in Document 77, and we are committed to working along those lines. Thank you. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Senegal. I'd like to give the floor to Egypt, who will be participating remotely. Please go ahead.  
>> EGYPT: Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  Good afternoon, everyone.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Please go ahead, Egypt. 
>> EGYPT: Can you hear me? 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: We can hear you. 
>> EGYPT: Hello? 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Please go ahead. 
>> EGYPT: Thank you to all the interveners for their valuable contributions.  Mr. Chairman, the ITRs promote international cooperation; they help with the global harmonization of related challenges that may affect the provision of international telecommunications services. 
In the ITRs, we tackle issues related to international telecommunication networks and services, such as quality of service, consumer protection, transparency of international droning prices. We discuss issues related to emergency telecommunications and persons with disabilities and many more.  
The ITRs are complimentary to the ITU Constitution. They underpin how we communicate with one another. In 2014 and 2018 and 2022, Plenipotentiary Conferences, there were no proposals to aggregate the ITRs. That's a good thing, which means that members believe that they are crucial and they are an important instrument in the Union.  In fact, discussions on revising the ITRs took place since even before the 2010 Plenipotentiary Conference in Guadalajara, and the expert group that was created back then agreed that the 1988 ITRs were obsolete and that there is a need to revise them. 
So, despite the fact that there is no legal conflict between the existence of two versions of the ITRs, as expressed to us by the legal advisor in the expert group that was created after PP18, the ITRs are still inoperable. But Member States have come together and agreed, even in the previous Plenipotentiary 22 in Romania, that the ITRs are one of the main instruments in the Union, in order for it to be able to achieve its objective, as proven by the fact that we agreed on creating this expert group and there were no proposals at all to suppress the ITRs. 
Now, more than ever, with a new and emerging technologies, such as AI, IoT, the metaverse, and quantum, and issues that were even discussed in The High‑Level Segment of this council, and all of the opportunities they provide us, as well as the challenges that come with them, it is very important to study the ITRs and agree on methods on how to fully utilize their potential and guarantee inclusion of all. 
As colleagues before me mentioned ‑‑ and I thank them for that ‑‑ it is important that the new expert group does not repeat discussions that took place in the previous two ones. If we want to achieve different results, as mentioned before me, we must tackle the issue from a different angle.  So, just to sum up, Mr. Chairman, the ITRs are an instrument available to all of us, and this expert group provides us with an opportunity to do our best to make them useful for all our peoples. I am confident that discussions in the expert group will be fruitful and that, hopefully, we will be able to come up with new results. Thank you very much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Egypt. And as I said earlier, I would like to propose that we find a way of continuing. I think we will not reach an agreement at this plenary.  I have various proposals and I would like to suggest them to the proponents, that they carry out informal consultations, and maybe the delegation of the Bahamas could help us to coordinate the subject and come back and inform the plenary next Tuesday. So, if the regional coordinators on the subject, please, could make contact with the Bahamas to start discussions. Thank you.  
Now we will move on to the next item of our agenda. Do we have any comments? There are no objections? Thank you very much.  Bahamas, you have requested the floor. 
>> BAHAMAS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. The Bahamas is pleased to assist in this important process of the Council, and I'd also like to note that given the urgency of this matter with the timeline of next week Tuesday, we do propose to begin the informal discussions as early as tomorrow, so I do encourage the representatives and contributors to reach out to us as quick as possible so we may begin this process. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you. I thank the Bahamas. And now we'll move to the next item of our agenda.  I would like to start with the next item on our agenda, which is collaboration with the United Nations system and other international intergovernmental processes, including on standard development.  I'd like to invite the Secretariat, Mr. Alex Wong, to present Document C23/49. Please go ahead.  
>> ALEX WONG: Thank you, Chairman. And just to clarify, discussions on WSIS will be presented in the next agenda item.  On behalf of the Secretary‑General, it is my pleasure to present Document 49, titled "Collaboration with the UN system as well as other international intergovernmental processes, including on standard development."  
ICTs are recognized in the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development as a key means of implementation, maximizing the benefits and addressing the challenges of the digital agenda, and this has become a shared interest and priority across the entire UN system. This evolution has led to the emergence of multiple workstreams on digital cooperation as well as growing (?) on digital issues in major UN conferences and processes. 
This report presents highlights of ITU's recent contributions to and engagement with major UN conferences, processes, and workstreams on digital themes, and in particular, I would highlight the UN Secretary‑General's Our Common Agenda, including the Global Digital Compact, where ITU has served as a core member of the UN Interagency Group on GEC and actively participated and supported in the consultation process with the Office of the Secretary‑General's Envoy on Technology, on the development of the GDC Policy Brief, as well as preparations for the Summit of the Future.  
The fifth UN Conference on the Least‑Developed Countries ‑‑ LDC5 ‑‑ including the LDCs and SIDS processes, the 67th session on the Commission on the Status of Women, the UNFCCC process, and COP28 preparations, as shared in our Green Digital Action track that was held in our information session today over lunchtime, our collaboration with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, focusing on the relationship between human rights and technical standard‑setting processes for new and emerging digital technologies, and this year's SDG Summit and the SDG Digital Day.  
ITU is actively engaged in numerous activities throughout the major UN conferences and workstreams, placing great emphasis on the critical role of ICTs for sustainable development while minimizing risks.  In line with that, the SDG Digital Day, that will be hosted with UNDP and in collaboration with the UN system, will take place on September 17th, coinciding with the SDG Summit.  This event aims to assess the progress and challenges in achieving the 2030 Agenda, while catalyzing increased action on the SDGs through digital 
Another key activist is Partner2Connect which sustains digital transformation which this week has so far mobilized 741 pledges valued at $30.6 billion U.S. We have a goal of utilizing $100 billion U.S. worth of pledges by 2026. We will continue to aim to ensure optimal utilization of resources and expertise, fostering a collaborative approach, leveraging existing initiatives, and facilitating meaningful progress in the field of digital cooperation. A more comprehensive background can also be found in information documents 9, on the UN system, and on information document 8 on Partner2Connect. Thank you very much, Chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Mr. Wong. I would now like to invite you to present Document C23/74.  Czech Republic.  
>> CZECH REPUBLIC: Thank you very much for the floor, Mr. Chair. This contribution is at the moment presented on behalf of all 27 European Union Member States, as well as Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Costa Rica, Georgia, Ghana, Iceland, Israel, Japan, Liechtenstein, North Macedonia, Mexico, Moldova, Montenegro, Peru, Serbia, and Ukraine. 
We see a possibly available great potential of telecommunications and ICTs if the ITU contributes to the digital transformation that puts human at the center, as mentioned also within the broadly supported policy statement at the 2022 Plenipotentiary Conference in Bucharest, where 57 countries expressed a political willingness that the ITU adopt a human rights‑based approach to the whole life cycle of telecommunication and ICT technologies as a part of human‑centric vision of the digital transformation.  
The contribution is bound to dealing with the standard developing processes around the UN system and other international, intergovernmental processes. The ITU itself has released its report where it proposes an enhanced cooperation with OHCHR, as well as standard developing organizations.  
We praise the ITU leadership for such approach on this matter and the close cooperation with sister organizations.  We have observed with satisfaction the seriousness with which the ITU, ISO, and IEC intend to respond to the challenges posed by the rapid advances in the field of artificial intelligence, highlighting the role of standards for responsible, safe, and trustworthy AI development in telecommunications and ICTs, as they continue to expand and develop at a tremendous pace. We believe that they can collectively benefit from their great potential, only if ITU contributes to the digital transformation that puts humans at the center, in particular those belonging to groups in situations of vulnerability, empowers individuals, and provides meaningful connectivity.  
We have also, for information, submitted a text of the respective OHCHR report issued quite recently.  We would, therefore, welcome the ITU developing particular working methods in its specific bodies in order to ensure that human rights are taken into account when developing digital standards and policies and presenting it to the next council.  We stand ready to assist in this regard.  
With this, we would like to ask probably mainly TSP ‑‑ and I'm looking rightwards to our distinguished colleague ‑‑ whether there is already anything that the ITU has been doing in this regard and what are the future plans in this field? Thank you very much for the floor.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Czech Republic. I would now like to give the floor to (?) to see if he could respond to some of the questions. Thank you.  
>> Thank you very much and thank you to the Czech Republic and authors of C74, member states. So, in addition to what was reported in Section 5 of Document C49, I'm pleased to add that since the publication of this document, we've had a number of actions that further the relationship or the understanding of the interplays between human rights and standards.  
We have had a chairman meeting at the TSAG meeting, where we shared the document and the speech by the High Commissioner during his visit and keynote at the World Standards Cooperation. We shared that all the study group chairmen, and they have taken the initiative to further share that document with their study groups, because it was clear that, as engineers, when we develop standards, we look at the technical viability of the standard, we look at the economic viability of the products that would be developed to ensure interoperability, and that the lens of the human rights was missing. And by having this interplay between standards and human rights and the two communities talking to each other, the standards development process will be complete.  
In addition to sharing the documents with the study group chairmen and the delegates, or experts, in the 11 study groups, please week during the Human Rights Council, OHCHR organized a session for further explanation of the action plan that the ITU has been undertaking at the leadership level and also at the standards study groups level, which was an explanation of the work and what we have done so far that was very well received. This session was here at the UN, at the Palais des Nations as part of the Human Rights Council organized by OHCHR and attended by many diplomats from Geneva who follow the work of the Human Rights Council. 
So, this dialogue to make sure that the communities, the human rights experts, and the standards experts are aware of resolution on Human Rights Council for the 7/23 is in place and interplay is clear. There is an area of awareness on both communities. 
Also, the point that was raised last week is access to standards development and I've taken the opportunity to explain that our process in the ITU is quite open and multi‑stakeholder, where we have government, private sector, academia, small and medium enterprises, and civil society that can take part in our development process. And of course, member states have the option to invite experts to their delegations have the ability to invite experts to their meetings. So, indeed, the process that we have in the ITU is quite open and multi‑stakeholder that would allow this dialogue to continue.  Thank you very much for the question and I hope that I addressed it. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: I thank you, and I'd now like to invite the councillor from Japan to present the results of the G7 Ministers Meeting which took place in Nagasaki from the 29th to the 30th of March. Japan, you have the floor. 
>> JAPAN: Thank you, Chair.  During the congressional intergovernmental processes in Document 49, we'd like to inform you of the result of the G7 and Ministers Meeting held in Nagasaki, Japan, this year. The two‑days meeting deepened discussion on a range of issues related to the digital economy, including building a secure and resilient infrastructure and promoting free and open Internet. 
The results of the discussion were compiled in the ministerial declaration, in particular with regard to infrastructure, the participants shared the recognition with the importance of building a secure, resilient digital infrastructure; for example, they cooperate with private companies and international organizations, such as the ITU and World Bank to implement the support measure for European countries throughout building secure and resilient network infrastructure. 
This meeting was attended by Deputy Secretary‑General Tomas from the ITU. We as a host country would like to thank Tomas as well as various participants countries and international organizations, including EU, India, Indonesia, Ukraine. As a result of a free and open Internet, Japan will host the IGF 2023 in Kyoto, in October this year. This year's theme is "The Internet we want: Importing all people."  The opportunity borne by digital technology and the various digital policy issues will be discussed. We'd like everyone to participate in this event and hope you will enjoy Japan's hospitality along with traditional housekeep and cuisine. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Japan. I'd also now like to invite the representative from India to present the updates of the G20 discussions under its presidency.  India, please, you have the floor.  
>> INDIA: Thank you very much, Chair, and very good afternoon to all here. I would like to inform the council about the important role of ITU in India's G20 presidency, which India has assumed this year under the theme "One Earth, one family, one future."  
Digital technologies form a cross‑cutting team across all of the G20 working groups and discussions. It touched upon various issues, including trade, sustainable development, health, agriculture, energy, environment, and climate change. 
This year, ITU has been the information knowledge partner for the digital economy Working Group, as well as for the development working group. The Indian presidency would like to thank ITU for their contribution to these two working groups, as well as for their important other matters, such as space, health, and gender. 
We were pleased to have Secretary‑General Doreen Bogdan‑Martin join us for the ministerial meeting of the Development Working Group as well as the Director BR, Mario Maniewicz, who joined these space leaders meeting in Bangalore. 
We are now focusing on ensuring the success of the Digital Economy Working Group, which will culminate in August, and we look forward to welcoming the Secretary‑General in Bangalore for the ministerial.  
Under the Digital Economy Working Group, Indian Presidency aims to build upon the work areas of security and digital skilling from the earlier presidencies, while also proposing a new area of discussion in digital public infrastructure. Under India's presidency, G20 will look forward for identifying and sharing the benefits of DPI and propose a common understanding that suits individual countries' needs. The DPI agenda under the DWG will also focus on low and middle‑income countries and devise funding mechanisms for developing systems in these countries. 
Under the security agenda, the 2023 also focuses on discussions of security challenges for children and youth to possible current and future security threats through a toolkit for cyber awareness.  
In the agenda of digital skilling, the G20 presidency seeks to introduce a compendium detailing all countries' skilling strategies and a strategy for developing digital upskilling and reskilling programmes across G20 countries and beyond.  
We are happy to report that as our knowledge partner for DWG, ITU has been advising and supporting the presidency on cybersecurity deliverables, drawing from their vast experience in this area. ITU has supported the presidency's toolkit for cyber awareness as well as the high‑level response on security in digital economy. ITU staff has also participated as panelists in side events organized by the presidency on digital connectivity, green digital transformation, and many others.  
I thank ITU on behalf of India for their significant contribution to the G20 presidency and I thank the Chair for giving me the floor. Thank you very much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, India.  Having presented documents 49 and 74, I now would like to open the floor for comments, please.  Saudi Arabia, please. You have the floor.  
>> SAUDI ARABIA: Thank you very much, Chairman.  Chairman, I would like to make the following observations pertaining to Document C23/49. As we are all well aware, during the previous PP Conference, which was held in Bucharest, we agreed upon adopting Resolution 71 pertaining to the strategic plan. Within this document ‑‑ so, that is the strategic plan ‑‑ we agreed on an essential actor, namely collaboration and international participation, given that ITU is called upon to participate more actively in relevant areas.  Thus, I would like to convey my gratitude to the ITU leadership team and secretary for having crafted this document and I would like to thank them for the active participation in the work linked to the common agenda. I'd also like to thank ITU for their contribution in this global agreement on digital technology.  
Moreover, we would like for ITU to play a more leading role, and this is because ITU is a UN specialized agency on information communication technologies, and the matters discussed in these international meetings are closely linked to subjects that ITU addresses. So, ITU and its member states play a critical role in all of these international meetings on digital technology. Thank you very much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Saudi Arabia.  Let us recall that comments that are made under this agenda item are to take note.  Now let us continue with the UAE, please. 
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you very much, Chair. We would like to convey our gratitude to the Secretariat for all of the efforts undertaken in Document 49, and we would like to urge them to continue to strengthen ITU's participation as a major player in the UN system. Now, turning to this Partner2Connect event held on the sidelines of the WTDC in 2022, we would like to recall that the UAE participated in six events in order to promote digital transformation and digital connectivity in the regional and international stage.  
We submitted document N14, which looks at all of the efforts undertaken by our country since last year towards the implementation of its commitments. To be brief, Chair, we will present a summary of what we have done. We connect rural and remote areas.  Thanks to a fiber‑optic network. The level of connectivity is almost at 90‑odd percent. And for those not connected by broadband, this is 14 regions. 
Now, turning to support to the I‑coding center for innovation that the UAE is going to invest $1.3 million over the next three years. And during the previous period, we also worked with ITU for the preparation of guides linked to digital innovation, and we also held information sessions for all stakeholders within ITU.  We are committed to train a number of people in digital transformation and have undertaken a number of programmes on training and we have also held these sessions through the digital platform on training, and we will continue with our efforts in order to achieve these goals.  This is a view linked to our six commitments. 
There is also possible to have further information which can be found in Document N14. We will be delighted to share our experiences and knowledge with you, with all Member States, in order to facilitate the achievement of our goals. Thank you very much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, UAE. Now I have my speakers list who would like to take the floor. Cuba, Paraguay, Paraguay, and France. And then, that is where we will close the list. Thank you. Cuba, please.  
>> CUBA: Thank you very much, Chairman. Thank you for giving me the floor again. Pertaining to Document 49, we would like to thank and congratulate the work undertaken by the Secretariat. In alliance with international organizations, as well as other governments who have contributed to strengthen the work of the Union.  
In our view, we are delighted to see this. It also urges us so that we collaborate even more with the Union. Cuba will continue to bolster its strategy in order to support the work of the ITU, and we see very positively all of the partnerships, that we see all of the initiatives that are being undertaken, and very specifically, how countries who are least developed or developing, and how they're benefitting from these partnerships.  
We would urge the Secretariat to continue with these endeavors, because every day we're making ourselves more visible in the international community. The ITU needs to strengthen itself. It needs to be seen as a specialized, of the UN for ICTs. And I think that we are achieving this, but there's still much more to do. There is still more we can do with other international organizations, for example, with UNESCO. They've undertaken a lot of work pertaining to ICTs with security, with content, with youth, UNICEF, Child Online Protection, for example, a lot of other work that is being undertaken by a lot of other organizations, but also by other governments, so everyone can contribute towards development, and particularly, the use of ICTs safety and accessibly for all.  
Chair, let's move to Document 74, or perhaps will we talk about Document 74 afterwards? That's what I'd like to know, please.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: We're discussing the documents at the moment. Now, turning to Document 74, allow me to say that ICT is absolutely critical for achievement of the SDGs.  Yet still, we have digital exclusion. We have a number of areas that everything we need to do in order to bridge this digital divide and to connect the unconnected.  This digital divide gives a new dimension of socioeconomic divisions which currently exist. And today, this is a critical obstacle towards achieving the SDGs. We would like to recognize, thus, the role of Internet in order to try and make progress, but also acknowledge that the Internet is not an end in itself, but it is a tool in order to meet people's needs. Therefore, we reject the concept of confession of the Internet and look at it in its true value of skills and technologies that are essential or to provide basic needs, such as electricity, safe drinking water, and health.  How this can contribute towards development of society as a whole. 
Therefore, in this vein, we would like to underscore the importance that we look at the flow of information and human rights in the Internet, in particular, to ensure that everyone has equal access based on the article 19 of the Human Rights Charter and within the UN Charter. Cuba defends the acknowledgement of equal footing of the socioeconomic development rights and right to development and underscoring the importance, in particular of the latter, and the obstacles developing countries face, such as lack of resources towards investment, lack of infrastructure investment, and such as intellectual property and transparent technology. So, everything based on human rights needs to be closely linked to development of ICTs and universal access to ICTs and communication. This is our proposal, and we have to achieve this. Thank you very much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Cuba.  I'd just like to remind you that I'm going to take Paraguay, Mexico, and France, and then my list is closed.  Paraguay, please.  
>> PARAGUAY: Thank you very much, Chair.  I'd just like to refer to Document 49. I'd like to thank them for the presentation of this document. I particularly refer to paragraph 3.4 so that ITU continues to emphasize its work on working with Landlocked Developing Countries. The UNGA decided to hold the third Conference of the UN for developing countries. They also decided that the conference would look at revisions at national/international level, as well as thematic preparatory work.  We would just like to inform the Council that in alignment with the decision taken by UNGIV, high‑level representative of the UN for least developing countries, Landlocked Developing Countries, and Small Island Developing States, together with the Economic Commission from the United Nations for Latin America and the Caribbean, and from the Government of the Republic of Paraguay, we are convening a regional high‑level meeting for Latin America, looking at the Vienna Action Programme, which will be held from the 27th through 28th of July 2023 in Paraguay. 
The outcomes from this regional meeting, this review meeting, will look at the preparatory process for the third conference from the UN on Landlocked Developing Countries. Thank you very much, Chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Paraguay. Mexico, please, you have the floor.  
>> MEXICO: Thank you very much, Chair. We would like to thank the Secretariat for having presented the report in Document 49. In our view, this is very comprehensive, and we'd like to urge the ITU to continue to strengthen its collaboration and partnerships with UN agencies. We'd also like to recognize the value of the declaration put forward by the Czech Republic and supported by a number of different countries, including Mexico, pertaining to a human‑centric approach in the development of standards in emerging technologies. Mexico is of the view that we need to anticipate and explore the challenges and public policies with a view to maximize the benefit to be reaped from ICTs and also minimize the harmful, negative effects, which might only increase the digital divide. 
Mexico is of the view of the importance of putting in place a global ethical policy in terms of digital technologies, emerging digital technologies, in order to maximize the well‑being of our societies based on basic values, such as the protection of human rights, inclusion, and diversity to ensure that no one is left behind, as well as putting development and the development of ICTs with a view to strengthen the common good and to have a model that is more sustainable and based on a human rights approach. 
Once again, thank you very much for this contribution, and we hope that this also can be reflected in the work of the ITU and has resonance with other member states. Thank you. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Mexico. France, please. I now close the list with France. 
>> FRANCE: Thank you very much, chairman. At the outset, I'd like to thank the Secretariat for the work in consultation with other UN agencies and invite them to continue with this work. We would also like to reiterate our support to the contribution 74 just put forward by the Czech Republic for the development of new technologies and deep‑rooted impacts that these can have on our society. We are of the view that human rights need to be taken into account when crafting these standards. We would like to invite the Secretariat to work with OHCHR and to look at a way forward, to look at the work of HR within the work of ITU in order that this can be implemented in other standard‑setting organizations. 
This is not incompatible, of course, with the imperative of universal connectivity and addressing the digital divide. This will ensure that new technologies are in alignment with human rights to ensure that you will benefit everyone and to the common good. Thank you very much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, France.  I would just like to remind you that as we close with France, but China, are you insisting on taking the floor? Yes, it would appear so? Can you please be very brief? Thank you.  
>> CHINA: Thank you, president, for giving me the chance to take the floor. First, I would like to thank the Secretariat for the presentation of Document 49. We support the work of ITU in promoting the realization of the UN SDG. And we support the ITU to play a bigger role in implementing the UN Digital Agenda. China would like to work with other countries to take advantage of ICT technology and to contribute to the SDG.  We hope that ITU can accept the participation of all the member states. 
About Document 74, we agree with the opinion of Cuba. At the same time, we hope to express the following opinion concerning the Document 74. First, it allows AI to play its full potential. Its key lies in bridging these digital divides and to realize the universal accessibility of ICT.  PP22 adopted the Resolution 241. It emphasized that ITU should work within its mandate and to unlock the study on ICT and AI‑related issues, share information, and also the AI technology capacity‑building so as to improve the efficiency of telecommunication and ICT.  And to creating an enabling ecosystem for deploying ICT and AI.  
We believe that ITU should actively implement the resolution and focusing this role, considering its role as the UN specialized agency focusing on ICT, helping developing countries to better realize their digital connectivity and digital transformation. 
Second, we want to point out that the development of emerging technology not only considers human rights, but will also impact on the broader social issues, such as cybersecurity and the employment. Those issues are interconnected, only emphasizing the human rights but ignoring the other important issue. We think that is not balanced.  
The nature of the digitalization is the development. ITU should more focus on its main business, focusing on promoting the developing emerging technologies, such as AI, and the committee to help developing countries to develop their telecommunication calls and eliminate the digital divide. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, China. And I'd like to give the floor to the Secretariat. Mr. Wong, if you have any clarifications to put forward, please. 
>> ALEX WONG: Thank you, Chair. For Czech Republic, Mexico, and France, we thank you for your comments on the human rights approach and note that, and we also thank China for its intervention on this, especially in the context of emerging technologies and security. 
For Saudi Arabia, we also thank you for your encouragement, and we will continue to further strengthen our activities with the UN system. 
For the UAE, in particular, given my role as PDC, I was really very pleased to see your information document recognizing and reporting on the progress, and we take note of that as an excellent role model for countries and pledgers to share their progress.  
We also thank you, Saudi, for organizing the ITU side event during the STI Forum. And for Paraguay, also to note we've already begun collaboration on preparing and supporting the LLDC Conference for next year. Thank you very much, Chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much for those clarifications.  And now I'd like to see whether we can take note of the documents 49 and 74, the documents that were presented. I would like to invite the council to take note of these documents, please.  Brazil, please, you have the floor. 
>> BRAZIL: Thank you, Mr. Chair, for your patience. I know I'm kind of breaking the rules, but thank you for giving me the floor. I just forget to press the button at the right moment. I have to confess. It's just I will be brief about Document C23/75. And based on the great explanation that were given here during the plenary, we understand that the discussion of taking human rights into account with developing standards and policies is already on (?) and it is already happening in the standardization cycle. In this way, having a more formal perspective, we understand that to preserve the standardization cycle and its working methods and researchers that are already considering the discussion, this council might abstain from affecting this process in unpredictable ways, no matter how undoubtedly relevant is the matter. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Brazil.  I'd just like to recall that we are taking note of documents 49 and 74. Thank you.  
Now we will have a short coffee break and we'll come back in 15 minutes, please.  Thank you.  
(Break taken.) 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much.  So, now we will hear the report on the ITU's role in implementing the outcomes of WSIS and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, as well as in the follow‑up and review processes. And I would like to invite the Secretariat to present Document 61. Please go ahead. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Thank you, chairman. On behalf of the Secretary‑General, it is my pleasure to present Document C23/61. Under the guidance of membership and through PP Resolution 140 and Council Resolution 142, several actions are undertaken at the policy and implementation level to implement the outcomes of WSIS and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as well as in more formal processes. 
The annual comprehensive report on ITU's contribution to the implementation of WSIS outcomes, the ITU's action line roadmaps for C2, C5, and C6, annual WSIS form, including the stop taking database and (?) ITU this year in the first half of 2023 chaired the steering committee of the partnership on measuring ICT for development. ITU is the Co‑chair, along with UNDP, for the United Nations group on the Information Society. 
Affected intersectoral population is with the WSIS and task force under the chairmanship of the Deputy Secretary‑General internally at the ITU. 
Regarding the WSIS+20 review process, the Council Working Group on WSIS and SDG initiated discussions on the role of ITU in the WSIS+20 review processes and its preparation. The Secretary‑General has a roadmap entitled WSIS+20 Roadmap, which was presented and noted at the Plenipotentiary Conference in Bucharest. The Secretary‑General is taking the necessary steps to engage all member states and stakeholders in preparing for the overall review of the WSIS outcomes and its implementation. 
Several multi‑stakeholder discussions and sessions on WSIS+20 were held at the WSIS Forum in 2022 and 2023, and we are also in consultation with stakeholders for open consultation process in IGF in October.  
In collaboration with UNESCO, UNDP, UNCSTD, UN DESA and other UN agencies involved, the WSIS+20 review process is expected to be a multi‑stakeholder one, conducted in multiple phases with onsite and (?) consultations. Lastly, ITU is working with all stakeholders to avoid duplication of existing multi‑stakeholder processes and to foster synergies with the WSIS+20 process and the preparation for the Summit of the Future and the GDC. 
To highlight the linkages between WSIS and the 2030 Agenda, WSIS has contributed to the UN Conferences and processes, like ATLPF, ECOSOC Partnership Forum 2023, 61st session of the Commission for Social Development, LDC5, 67th Session of the Commission of the Status of Women. Thank you, Chairman. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Secretariat, for the report.  I now would like to invite the councillor from China on their presentation Document 81, which covers the role, the ITU's work on the implementation of the outcomes of WSIS and a proposal for a new resolution. Thank you.  
>> CHINA: Thank you, Mr. Chair. According to the PP Conference and the decisions of the Council, we have realized that promoting sustainable development is an important task of the Union. ITU, as ICAT, specialized agency of the UN, should and is able to play a bigger role in promoting the SDGs. Even the great significance of this important task, we recommend that we need to carry out the following work under the guidance of the Council. 
First, we hope that the Secretariat can, in regards to this work, broadly consult with member states because this is a good opportunity which allows member states to carry out self‑assessment in order to share their views by carrying out in‑depth discussion. On this basis, we can give rise to a report in order to draft a report and submit it to CWG, WSIS, and SDG. 
The Working Group is important for the ITU to implement the WSIS outcomes and the SDGs. A lot of work requires the participants of the CWG, for example, the avoidance of duplication of the ITU's work with various UN multi‑stakeholder mechanisms. 
To conclude, we sincerely hope that on the basis of the work of the working group, the result can be submitted to the Council, because we believe that this is an important process for us to reach a consensus in this regard.  
We hope that on the basis of the aforementioned work, that the Secretary‑General is encouraged to submit to the UN the work that the ITU is going to carry out. Thank you so much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, China.  I'd now like to invite the councillor from the UAE to present Document 96, please.  
>> UNITED ARAB EMIRATES: Thank you on behalf of the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Kuwait, Bahrain, Morocco, as well as Tunisia, I have the pleasure to present you this document 96 on WSIS as well as the Global Digital Compact.  
Dear councillors, you know the effective role played by the World Summit of Information Society ‑‑ WSIS ‑‑ in pushing forward the development while using SDGs and CITs. We all know the opportunities that lie ahead. Yes, there is still a digital gap, and we see that the Global Digital Compact ‑‑ GDC ‑‑ of the United Nations is a major opportunity to push for the digital transformation and also achieve SDGs. 
In order to reinforce the cooperation between GDC and the World Summit on the Information Society, we suggest a number of measures that will help in that field. First, we encourage the ITU to participate in an activity for the preparation of the GDC that has started a few months ago and will continue in the future, and this in order that the WSIS would be in line with the GDC. 
Second, we instruct the ITU Secretariat to carry out a study and study the long‑term assessment and impact of WSIS and define the areas of cooperation and the role of the ITU in this preparation. 
And finally, we suggest that such a review of the WSIS process would be submitted to the Council Working Group so that it is considered later on, and we will be guaranteed that this work will be collected and that can together shape our future and achieve SDGs at the same time. Thank you very much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, the UAE.  We will now move the presentation of Document 83 and invite the councillor from Canada to present this, please.  The United States, please, whilst Canada is preparing its presentation.  
>> UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: Thank you, Chair. The United States strongly supports global multi‑stakeholder efforts to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and we believe the digital technologies will continue to have a significant impact towards achieving the SDGs and ensuring a shared future that truly benefits everyone. 
We support the international community's call for a close alignment between the WSIS framework and the 2030 Agenda, and we believe the WSIS framework continues to be an appropriate framework to support the use of ICTs for sustainable development. 
The United States continues to support the important role of ITU in these processes, and we look forward to the 20‑year review of WSIS by the UN General Assembly in 2025. 
The United States is also closely tracking digital cooperation conversations in New York, including the development of Global Digital Compact and other work ahead of the Summit of the Future in 2024. The United States supports an appropriate and essential role for the ITU in these processes, in line with Plenipotentiary Resolution 140, as well as the processes and modalities established by the UN General Assembly. 
During the Plenipotentiary Conference in 2022, ITU member states had a comprehensive conversation on all these issues in our deliberations towards revisions on Resolution 140, on ITU's role in implementing the outcomes of WSIS, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, as well as the follow‑up and review processes. We reached consensus on a way forward on those issues, and we appreciate all those involved in the discussion. 
Therefore, I have the honor to present the contribution on behalf of the United States and Canada that proposes updates to the relevant Council Resolution 1332 on ITU and the implementation of the WSIS outcomes in the SDGs, which was last updated in 2019. The proposed revisions simply ensure that Council Resolution 1332 is aligned with the updated guidance from the Plenipotentiary Conference last year. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, United States. I'd like to invite Document 71 to present it as a multi-country contribution.  South Africa, please.  
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thank you, Chair, and good afternoon, everyone.  South Africa, on behalf of the following countries ‑‑ Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Burkina Faso, Cote D'Ivoire, Ghana, Kenya, Mauritius, Nigeria, Senegal, Tunisia, and Zimbabwe ‑‑ we would like to present Document 71 on the ITU's role in the overall review of implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society and the proposal for a new resolution.  
Chair, the WSIS process, led by the ITU, has established additional collaboration framework that involves various stakeholders at international, regional, and local levels. This framework, inclusive of a WSIS action line, ITU's participation with other UN agencies, is still relevant and effective for digital transformation development. In particular, the WSIS process is crucial for digital cooperation in Africa and other regions, therefore, ITU's leadership position should be maintained in WSIS view, WSIS beyond 2025. 
As part of the review outcomes of World Summit on Information Society, ITU's role in defining linkages between the WSIS process and other intergovernmental processes focused on digital cooperation will be helpful.  To facilitate this, chair, we propose a draft new resolution for adoption by the Council, and this resolution calls for ITU to collaborate with other UN agencies in playing a leading facilitation role, beyond high‑level meeting of the General Assembly on the overall review of the implementation of WSIS outcomes, 2023 SDG Summit and 2024 Summit of the Future. I submit, chair. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much for that presentation.  And I'd now like to ‑‑ also, the presentation of Document C23/85, corrigendum 1. Who is going to present this document, please? Russian Federation, please. You have the floor.  
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you, Chairman.  Armenia, Kyrgyz Republic and the Russian Federation would like to present this new draft Council Resolution for developing countries. We are certain that the WSIS process is important and involves a number of different stakeholders, in particular, ICTs as well, in order to ensure national, international, and regional development of countries across the sector. 
ITU plays a pioneering role in this area, and it is responsible in order to implement the decisions taken at the summit, and also the SDG cause. 
The PP22 had good outcomes ‑‑ Resolution 140, which shows the role of the ITU, and the ITU must continue with its role and to step up its efforts with a framework and to facilitate the oversight of the implementation of decisions which were taken, and also to continue with its work.  
This roadmap needs to guide us. And also, looking at what was decided at the UNGA and in achievement of the SDGs, the preparatory process is, therefore, important. It has been committed to as of September 2023 and the summit itself, which take place in 2024, will be important in order to ensure the monitoring and follow‑up of everything that was decided, WSIS of 2020 and also to see what can be done after 2025 in order to achieve the SDGs; moreover, to address the potential outcomes as well.  
So, we've put forward a draft new Council Resolution, which we have put forward. And this addresses the following: To follow up on the WSIS outcomes in order to strengthen what was decided here in Geneva, and therefore, to have a true platform which will allow us to verify the expected outcomes following WSIS 2020 and also coordinate our work with different organizations within the UN agency and ITU.  This will facilitate the oversight of the outcomes from WSIS, as was proposed by the General Assembly. 
This process will also be facilitated with a roadmap that can be used and which will take us up to 2025. ITU needs to prepare for the summit, which is ‑‑ which will take place in 2024. And ITU must play a leading role within the UN family regarding ICTs.  
We, therefore, propose an analysis of continuing with the WSIS process after 2025, and this will, therefore, ensure the achievement of the SDGs in 2030. Of course, there are links between these different events, which can be found in the matrix for the SDGs. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Russian Federation. Now I'd like to open the floor for comments, please. I can see Japan asking for the floor, please. Japan.  
>> JAPAN: Thank you, Chair. We would support the multi-country contribution by Canada and the U.S., which is Document 83, on the revisions to Council Resolution 1332, taking into account the discussion during the Plenipotentiary Conference in Bucharest last year.  Also, Japan would like it make a brief comment on the Global Digital Compact. As the United Nations specialized agency for ICTs, ITU has achieved tremendous outcomes in the ICT fields, including WSIS, with the involvement of multi-stakeholders. 
Japan would like to reiterate that the expertise of the ITU is necessary for the discussion of the DGC, and Japan is of the view that ITU should actively evolve in the discussion to create synergy and avoid duplication with the existing efforts. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Japan. Indonesia, please. You have the floor.  
>> INDONESIA: Thank you, chair. We would like to thank the Secretariat and all member states that submit their proposal in this agenda item and support the purpose in Document C23/96 to have more effective and better coordination with the WSIS and the Global Digital Compact. 
Furthermore, Indonesia is of the view that its presence and involvement in GDC needs to be strengthened and call upon member states to encourage the UN Headquarters in New York to increase ITU involved. 
Mr. Chairman, regarding the proposal in Document C23/100, Indonesia can go along with the (?) of WSIS as long as there is no additional burden to the budget. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, Indonesia. I'd like to give the floor to the United Kingdom, please. 
>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you, Chair. And we would also like to thank the Secretariat for the presentation on the WSIS process and also thank the Secretariat for the presentation before the coffee break about some of the other UN processes. 
The ITU plays a very important role promoting digital in the SDGs, and in particular, raising the profile of our work to connect the unconnected. And in particular, we welcome the planned digital day on the 17th of September, and we hope it is a great success we'd like to thank all of the contributors.  We ready the contributions with great interest. Plenipotentiary Conference gave us a very clear direction for the future of our WSIS work and the role of the council on the Working Group on WSIS and SDGs. This group plays an important role overseeing the contribution to the implementation of WSIS action lines. It can also play a role as a platform for sharing information and sharing views. 
We do need to be careful, however, not to impose too many new tasks on the Secretariat. We need to ensure that the Secretariat is able to represent the ITU effectively in these wider UN discussions and to focus on the ITU's particular roles and responsibilities. So, we thank all colleagues for their contributions, and we look forward to participating in the discussions. Thank you, Chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you, United Kingdom.  Let's give the floor to India, please.  India, you have the floor. 
>> INDIA: Thank you very much, Chair. We thank ITU's update on the WSIS process. The WSIS process provides a successful framework of implementation of WSIS action lines for achieving the SDGs. The biggest strength of WSIS is the engagement and participation of multi‑stakeholder community. It is an example of successful digital cooperation within UN agencies, including the government, private sector, civil society, academia, and the technical community. 
The forum is quorum by ITU in close cooperation with more than 30 UN agencies. The WSIS Forum has proved an efficient medium for formation of multi‑stakeholder activities, information exchange, creation of knowledge, sharing of best practices, and for fostering partnerships to advance development goals.  ITU, in collaboration with member states and the stakeholders should explore integration and synergy between (?) processes. GDC is complementary to the WSIS framework. 
To avoid duplication of existing multi‑stakeholder processes, it is important to foster synergies between the WSIS+20 process and the GDC. WSIS beyond 25 should be an implementation framework for the outcome of GDC. I thank you, Chair.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, India. So, this is my list of speakers: China, Cuba, and Korea.  I will close the list with Korea. Thank you.  China, please, you have the floor. 
>> CHINA: Thank you, Chair. We support 71, 65 and 69 resolution. We commend ITU's work in promoting the implementation of WSIS outcome, as realizing SDG, as well as its achievements in this regard.  
Here we would like to suggest that because our time is limited, ITU needs to implement the relevant work time plan as soon as possible and then to implement. At the same time, we also expect that during this process, we can fully consult with member states, especially when we participate in the GDC process, we need to listen and hear the wisdom of member states. 
We expect to strengthen cooperation and to contribute our expertise to the global process. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, China. Cuba, please, you have the floor. 
>> CUBA: Thank you very much, chair, for giving me the floor. We'd like to thank the contributions that have been presented. All of them have very valuable content and we support the contributions of China, Russia, and the multiparty contribution. I'd also like to say that ICTs for our society have set up conditions versus economic development of all countries; thus, we have to underscore their importance, their safe use in a useful, peaceful cyberspace where everyone can contribute towards sustainable modernization and responsible use (audio breaking up). This is a key party for international community. 
We are of the view that making reference to the Africa general's roadmap for digital cooperation, this has not yet achieved the results of WSIS, but we need even more effort in order to achieve the SDGs. 
We are also of the view that the automation of a global architecture that makes reference to what the colleague from India said, for the preparation of the GDC, we need to guarantee synergies and avoid duplication between stakeholders and the process within the UN system. And we grant it a major role to ITU and regional organizations, including ITU's regional offices. Therefore, being able to strengthen and ratify and support the role of ITU in achieving Sustainable Development Goals. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Cuba. My last speaker on the list, Korea.  Korea, I will close the list. Thank you. 
>> REPUBLIC OF KOREA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The Republic of Korea appreciates all of the work done by the Secretariat on WSIS and SDG, and also, we appreciate all the member states for their contributions.  Korea supports the idea that ITU should participate actively in the global process of the GDC and also agree that ITU should play a key role at the WSIS+20 review process within its mandate. So, Korea is looking forward to collaborate with ITU and other member states on this process. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Republic of Korea.  I know there are further requests for the floor; yet, I would just like to say the following.  If it's necessary, you can take the floor. So, now, I would like to firstly suggest that we take note of Document 61, please. Is there any objection to this? 
Moreover, I would like to set up an ad hoc group to continue discussions on this matter. I'd like this group to take into account the comments on the review of the WSIS+20 discussions and its alignment with the Global Digital Compact and the Summit for the Future and also to ask the group to consider a draft new resolution on the role of ITU and the general overview of the implementation on the WSIS and look at the proposal revisions to Council Resolution 1332. 
And I'd like to kindly request the delegate from Saudi Arabia to chair this group, please.  Switzerland, you have the floor, please.  
>> SWITZERLAND: Thank you, chair. And sorry, my finger didn't manage to press this button there. A little bit difficult sometimes. The hosting of the annual WSIS Forum in Geneva, 20 years after the first phase of WSIS in 2003, is of great significance. The WSIS Forum High‑Level Event next year from 27 May to 31 May, hosted by Switzerland, will serve as a platform to review progress, facilitate multi‑stakeholder engagement, and identify opportunities and challenges in digital transformation since the Geneva Plan of Action with the participation of high‑level representatives. 
The expected outcome of the event would be to develop a statement of political will and concrete steps to establish the foundations for WSIS beyond '25, which will shape global digital policies and contribute to the Global Digital Compact, the Summit of the Future and the (?) review in New York in '25 and to its implementation. 
Building on the federation's experience from the preparatory process in 2003, Switzerland would be happy to lead the WSIS post‑2012 preparatory process and supports the idea of creating a WSIS Group of Friends of the Chair and would invite countries to join this, as this high‑level event will not only provide opportunities to network, learn, and share, but also a significant milestone in 2024 and beyond, shaping the current and future aspects of digital governance. Switzerland's hosting of the event aims to bolster the relevance and the impact of the international community in Geneva and reaffirm its commitment to global digital cooperation and sustainable development. Thank you.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: Thank you very much, Switzerland. I'd just like to remind you that pertaining to the requests of an ad hoc group, which would coordinate ‑‑ coordinated by the councillor from Saudi Arabia, and that meeting could be held tomorrow morning at 8:00 in the morning in Room C1. I hope that you can coordinate amongst yourselves to meet tomorrow morning at 8:00 in Room C1. Thank you. 
I'd like to give the floor to the Secretary‑General. Doreen, you have the floor. 
>> DOREEN BOGDAN‑MARTIN: Thank you. Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman. And thank you to Switzerland. We look forward to that high‑level event. Also, my thanks to all of the countries that intervened and expressed their support about the important role of the ITU in the WSIS, and of course, the important role of the ITU in the Summit of the Futures and the Global Digital Compact. 
There were some points linked to WSIS and the SDGs, and I think it's important to know that we have sort of systematically put forward an extensive mapping that shows the WSIS action lines as an important foundation to achieve the SDGs, and we're also looking at the interlinkages very carefully between the WSIS framework and the Global Digital Compact.  
On digital cooperation, we do believe that the ITU has much to offer within our important mandate. We have been active in the digital cooperation discussions at the United Nations since the high‑level panel was launched some years ago. We did provide some support to that panel. We also worked very closely with the tech envoy when the work of the panel was actually transformed into a roadmap for digital cooperation. 
ITU, in the context of that process, took the leadership on issues of capacity‑building with UNDP and digital inclusion and connectivity, together with UNICEF. 
Specific to the Global Digital Compact, we have engaged, of course, with the tech envoy ‑‑ actually, the tech envoy was here in Geneva last week for both AI for Good, as well as the World Telecommunications Indicators Symposium. 
We have also worked closely with two co‑facilitators to develop the Global Digital Compact. There are two Member States, two ambassadors in New York ‑‑ the ambassador of Sweden and the ambassador of Rwanda ‑‑ that are leading that process. Because, of course, in the end, the adoption of the Global Digital Compact is an issue for member states, and so, just to keep that in mind. But we have met with those co‑facilitators on a number of occasions. We also had the great pleasure of hosting them here in Geneva during the WSIS Forum, where we gave them the possibility to engage with the WSIS stakeholders to help better inform their consultations. 
We did, Mr. Chairman, also participate in each deep dive that was done in the context of the Global Digital Compact, offering on each occasion the important work that ITU does, because for us, as well as for you, we think it's important to leverage existing expertise and to avoid duplication to the extent possible. 
We also heard on Tuesday from the Under‑Secretary‑General on the Our Common Agenda, which, of course, has as a key pillar the Global Digital Compact.  And with that, Mr. Chairman, just rest assured that we are actively following. We have a small team in New York, and we count on our member states that have a presence ‑‑ I think you all do in New York ‑‑ to also help highlight the important work that the ITU does, and of course, the important work that takes place in the context of the WSIS Forum. And as we heard previously, the IGF as well, which will take place in a few months' time in Japan. Thank you very much.  
>> CESAR MARTINEZ: I thank you, Secretary‑General.  Before I give the floor to the secretary to present Document 33, I would like to explain the process for the report on the activities of the Resolution 102 on the ITU's activities, as requested by the Plenipotentiary Conference.  Very well.  If you will forgive me, we are slave to time and we have time limitations, and we'd like Document 33 to be continued with tomorrow, so we will draw today's meeting to a close. Thank you very much. Good evening and thanks for your understanding.  So, the meeting is adjourned.  

(Session concluded at 1734 CET) 
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