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>>  Please let's go to Mentee.com, try to use the QR code.  The question is which year did the first woman‑led conference delegation?  Does it work?  Can we put the Mentee again?  Let's try again.  Don't show the answer.  No?  It's not working?  Yes, it's working.  Which year did the first woman lead a conference delegation in ITU?  1947?  1952?  1965?  Or 1973?  

So the answer ‑‑ you are finished, yes?  So the answer is 1965, and the first woman head of delegation was Maria Cristina Sejas Sierra of Bolivia.  It was the Plenipotentiary Conference held in Switzerland.  Other women participating says were from France, Netherlands, Turkiye and USSR.

Thank you for your participation, and we can continue, Mr. Chairman, with our agenda.

>>  Yesterday we weren't able to finish some of our agenda items, but firstly, allow me to congratulate France on International Day today.  

As I was saying, yesterday we didn't make the progress we had hoped for.  Therefore, today we will begin with the following documents.  The Internet Activities Document, and then we'll continue with the documents set out in the agenda.

The documents pertaining to cybersecurity and gender have been sent to Tuesday's Plenary Session.  We will have another steering committee meeting this evening in order to look at the progress achieved and to make any necessary changes.

I would now like to move to the following items.  The first pertaining to ITU internet activities pertaining to Resolutions 101, 102, 133, 180, and 206.  Before giving the floor to the Secretariat to explain this document, I would like to tell you the material the Secretary‑General has asked for in Resolution 102 from the PP.

Resolution 102 instructs the Secretary‑General to continue to report annually to the Council on the activities undertaken on these subjects and the implementation of this resolution and to submit proposals as appropriate.

After the endorsement of this report by Member States through consultation procedures in force, to then submit the report to the U.N. Secretary‑General.  We will follow the same process that was agreed by Council in 2015 and has been followed every year since.  This is to invite the Council to take note of the activities described in this report, invite Council Member States to submit their views on the court before Tuesday, 18th of July a little midday Geneva time.  Please provide these in writing to the Secretariat by email.

Please be very succinct in your statements.  We'll also include a compilation of the views submitted by Council Member States as‑is without edits.  This will be included in a separate document.  The noted report along with the document as an attachment containing the compilation of views of Council Member States as well as the official Council Summary Record of the Council discussions related to the report will be submitted to the U.N. Secretary‑General as a package along with a cover letter that clearly states that the report was noted by the ITU council member states, that the report should be considered along with the attached document it, and the record as a package, that the inclusion of hyperlinks in the report does not imply implicit approval of the content of the hyperlinks content as per decision 14 revised in 2014.

The cover letter and the document with the compilation of views received from Council Member States will be published as a DL by Tuesday, the 18th of July, 6:00 p.m. Geneva time after the deadline so that everyone can review it.  You will get an opportunity to review the summary records as part of our normal procedure.  Let me make it clear again that here we are not endorsing the report.  We are just endorsing the transmission of the report with the attached compilation of views of Council Member States and the related summary records as a package.  Having clarified this process, I would now like to invite the Secretariat to present Document C23/33.  You have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  On behalf of the Secretary‑General it's my pleasure to introduce Document C23/33.  So this report summarizes ideals, activities related to PP Resolution 101 on IP‑based networks, 102 on IT international public policy issues pertaining to the internet the and the management of internet resources, including domain names and addresses, Resolution 133, the role of administrations of Member States in the management of internationalized multi‑lingual domain names, Resolution 180 promoting deployment of IP6, and resolution 206 on ‑‑ 

In the report section 2 relates to internet networks, including policy and regulatory challenges.  This includes work by study groups on IMT 2020, on T, Cloud, security, and other areas.  The work of the different focus groups working on imaging technologies are also highlighted in there.

Capacity‑building, support, and areas such as internet broadband, wireless connectivity, smart manufacturing, which are provided through IT Academy and the ideal centers of excellence networks are also included.

Section 3 is on IT‑related activities including capacity‑building and technical assistance activities.  Section 4 lists activities concerning internet‑related public policy issues, including participation in the IGF and related activities.

Section 5 is on related activities.  Six has information on activities concerning international internet connectivity and internet exchange points.  It includes providing assistance to countries on creation of national IXPs.  It also highlights the development of an ICT data mapping platform.

Section 7 comprises activities related to OTTs under IDOD study group.  IDOD document 31 and study group 303.  This document is presented to the Council.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>>  Thank you.  I would just like to say that you also received a multi‑country contribution this is Document C23/89, contribution 1.  If someone could take the floor, please, to present this document.

Russian Federation, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Chair.  We would like to thank the Secretariat for the presented document, and I present document 89 Armenia, Russian Federation are, and this is about the recommendation to prevent internet fragmentation.  The Tunis agenda in 2005, the provisions of Section 102 of the Plenary Conference and Council 1305 are the basis before this proposal to focus on internet fragmentation caused by uncoordinated activities in the policies on many internet aspects.  To a significant extent, to examine instructing Council working group internet to examine public policy internet related issues on elements of critical infrastructure or the public core at national and international levels according to the following plan:  To organize broad‑based discussion with Member States on current and planned internet policy on elements of critical infrastructure and public core, to propose to administrations to provide existing legislation practices and plans for new legislation to be established for elements of critical infrastructure and public core, to identify key aspects of internet fragmentation relating to elements of critical infrastructure and public core, to develop if necessary proposals or recommendations to ITU Council on the role of states in policy searching for elements of critical infrastructure and public core, and also mechanisms to coordinate such activity and prevent internet fragmentation.

Our contribution also proposes to invite Member States to submit their proposals on preparation of international, legal, and standards to overcome existing challenges and risks in the system of critical internet infrastructure and to guarantee integrity, sustainability, resilience, and security of the public core of global internet.  And, also, to prepare if necessary relevant recommendations to Council.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you very much, Russian Federation.  Now I would like to open the floor for comments.  Saudi Arabia, please, you have the floor.  

>>  Thank you, chair.  Good afternoon to distinguished delegates.  We thank the Secretariat for presenting the Document Number 33.  Now, on this document, as you know, we are looking at all of ITU's activities linked to these five very important resolutions dealing with internet issues.  They are varied and numerous.  We are concerned because of the following:  

Activities conducted by ITU do not take account of the nature of the text of resolutions.  For instance, Resolution 133, this is a resolution which is linked to the internet multi‑lingual domain.  If you look at the report, you don't find any indication of potential activities on this subject, although Resolution 133 does give clear instructions to the sectors of ITU to work on this issue.

Finally, Chair, we encourage the sectors and the general Secretariat to conduct work under these five resolutions.  It is necessary to examine these issues in the Council Working Group Internet.

>>  Thank you very much, Saudi Arabia.  Rwanda, please, you have the floor.  

>>  Thank you, Chair, for the floor.  I would like to commend the Secretary‑General for providing this report on ITU activities and the protocols and other resolutions.  I would like to understand the ‑‑ to address the policy impact of OTTs, especially in developing countries.  The Secretariat ‑‑ to focus on the experience and the content delivery networks in these developing countries.  Rwanda also addressed to consider the technical support that these developed countries develop their own ITT immigration strategy and these initiatives under the ITU General Offices.  Therefore, one expects more for the projects and programs by the next Council meeting.  Thank you, Chair.  

>>  Thank you very much, Rwanda.  Now I would like to give the floor to Algeria, please.

>>  I thank you, Chairman.  Good evening, all colleagues, elected officials.  I think you agree with me that in person is better than remote.  Sorry to bother you.

Thank you, Secretary, for the report.  It's an important document.  Take a good note in your appointment as the IT representative.  I think this is an important point to note.

Speaking of ICANN, I think as my colleague from Saudi Arabia mentioned, Resolution 133 and PP2022, we have agreed that regular reporting from ICANN activities to ITU Council will be assured.  I think we share the same sentiment that there is a need for reporting on Resolution 133 on ideas and particularly ICANN GAC activities in general.  

We also think in reference to ITU 2020 the good work and ITU‑23, and we have a vision for ITU23, which deserves to be reflected on this report in bringing forward the BR efforts in the INT 2030 study group 5 discussion particularly.

Finally, I think speaking on IGF, in general, the Tunis agenda is important to be referenced in context of international public policy issues, right, because it was referenced in numerous ‑‑ the Tunis agenda along with IGF.  I think the enhanced cooperation need also be considered in the contest of IGF, Tunis Agenda, and international public policy issues within the context of this report.

I thank you very much, Chairman.

>>  Thank you very much, Algeria.  This is my list of speakers:  China, Cuba, Uganda, and I will take speakers until Nigeria.  Let me repeat.  I will take all speaker until Nigeria.  China, please, you have the floor.  Please, the speaker's microphone.

>>  Thank you, chair.  We thank the Secretariat.  We support ITU in continuing the in‑depth work based on ITU network in coordination with relevant organizations to continuously promote the internet and to support technological innovation and economic growth.

We also note that this report has become more streamlined and brief.  We propel in order to facilitate such reading in the section of the standards we can add working group outcomes.  Maybe it would be better if we add hyperlinks.  We think that the Secretariat can add relevant work relating to PP Resolution 133 concerning multi‑lingual domain names.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  We would like to begin by thanking the Secretariat of the valuable report that was put forward in Document C23/33 and the multi‑country contribution that was put forward in Document 89.  Given what Russia said and I would like to confirm that the internet today is very fragmented.  I would like to reiterate that internet governance needs to be democratized and based on the U.N. Charter and international law and multi‑lateralism environment with the principles that all governments must have an equal responsibility towards internet governance and to ensure stability and at any time of the internet as it was put out in the second WSTA that was held in Tunis in 2005.

We would also like to underscore that internet public related policies are sovereign rights for states as seen in paragraph 35 in Tunis Agenda, which underscores the role and responsibility of ITU pertaining to public‑related policy issues pertaining to the internet where we make a call and request that ITU plays a major role in this area as underscored in Resolutions 101 and 102.

Cuba on the issue of internet would like to reiterate the need to adopt within the U.N. framework an international ‑‑ legally‑binding international document which meets the legal requirements of cybersecurity and which would allow to effectively achieve the increasing challenges and threats that we are facing through international cooperation.  Thank you very much, Chairman.  

>>  Thank you very much.  I will like to give the floor to Uganda.  Please, Uganda.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Uganda commends the Secretariat on the report on internet activities.  We specifically highlight the focus on challenges faced by land‑locked developing countries, which is particularly significant for us.  We encourage ITU to continue advising for the interest of least developed countries international forum and work towards creating and enabling environments that fosters equitable access to internet resources and opportunities.

Furthermore, Mr. Chairman, we encourage the Secretariat to include in its future reports the extent of participation of developing countries in this work as a measure of inclusivity and also to report the impact of this work toward the achievement of the Connect 2030 targets.

Mr. Chairman, regarding Document 89, Uganda recognizes the need for international cooperation and dialogue to prevent regulatory fragmentation of the internet.  We believe that a balanced approach that respects equality and sovereignty within international community is crucial to maintain the internet as a single network and build digital trust and security among all stakeholders.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

>>  Thank you, Uganda.  I would like to invite Nigeria to take the floor, please.  

>>  Thank you, Chairman, for the floor.  Ours is short and simple.  We want to appreciate and thank the Secretariat for this report and very important issues, and we also want to lend our voice of support for various contributions by the different ‑‑

>>  Did the speaker kindly remove his ear piece whilst taking the floor.

>>  Sorry for that.  I want to lend a voice of various contributions by different delegates that were from Rwanda and Uganda.  Thank you.

>>  Just as a reminder, remove your microphones.  When you take the floor, please, put your ear piece far away from the microphone so that there is not this... 

>>  Thank you very much, Nigeria.  I would now like to give the floor to the Secretariat to Mr. Pritam to reply to some of the questions raised and also to ask if you would like ‑‑ are there any further requests for the floor?  Firstly, Mr. Pritam, please.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you to the distinguished delegates for their comments and also their support.  So there are quite a few interventions, is I'll quickly go through some of the key points that were raised in terms of questions.

The delegate from Saudi Arabia, Rwanda, Nigeria, China, the question of reporting on activities under Resolution 133, which is on multi‑lingual domain names, and this was a topic that was also discussed at the Council Working Group Internet, so we will try to improve our reporting on this, but we would also ‑‑ we would also like to urge our membership to submit contributions on this topic to the relevant groups so that that can be taken into account because ITU is content‑driven.

On question from Rwanda, measures taken by ITU on OTTs and assistance to developing countries, we have the world that is undergoing ‑‑ the world that's happening under the ITU study groups, but in case my colleagues from BTT would like to add more, I welcome them taking the floor.

Question from Algeria on ICANN and GAC and activities and ideas.  Of course, we will take this into consideration on future reports.  Then on the question from China, yes, indeed, this report has been further streamlined, and it will include more hyperlinks.  Also, a reminder to delegates that we have an page limit on report to Council, but we usually submit a much longer, more detailed proposal ‑‑ sorry, of our report for the Council Working Group on Internet.  There you will see more details on many of these topics being included.

I think those were the questions that I saw, Mr. Chairman.  I said I would close the list with Nigeria.  I would invite the Council to note the report.  Is there any objection to doing so?  Let's take note of the report.  Yet, I do have a request from the floor from the United Kingdom, please.  United Kingdom, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Chair, and we apologize for coming in late to your list.  We simply wanted to also add our thanks to the Secretariat for this report.  It was good to see such a range of positive work by the ITU.  We particularly welcome the many examples of capacity‑building and training and other colleagues on Council have mentioned some of these examples.  We very much support the partnerships and engagements that the ITU has with other organizations.

We hope that that engagement will continue to be reciprocal, and we should continue to invite representatives from other organizations to come to us where appropriate in the ITU and continue that useful exchange.

We also noted Document 89.  This contribution is clearly for the attention of the Council Working Group Internet, and we do not see the need to action by the Council, but we look forward to the next meeting of the Council Working Group Internet and discussing all the contributions from Member States there in the Autumn.

Just to finish, Mr. Chair, thank you, again, and we are very happy to approve the transmission of the report by the Secretariat.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you very much, United Kingdom.  With that, I would like to invite us to take note and move on to the next agenda item, please.

We have a request for the floor from Canada, please.  You have the floor.  

>>  Thank you very much.  My apologies if I misinterpreted the decision to open the floor by giving the floor to the United Kingdom.  Again, my apologies, but very briefly my intervention is first and foremost to thank the Secretariat for the presentation of his document and to encourage him, as I know he will, to provide us updated reports of any participation of him at the internet cooperation for the committee and, of course, anything coming from the Internet Governance Forum, as those are two entities that are multi‑stakeholder and at the core of keeping the internet open and free and interoperable.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you very much, Canada.  We'll now move to the next agenda item, and this is pertaining to measuring information and communication technologies to build an integrating and inclusive information society.  I would like to invite the Secretariat to present Document C23/8 (Addendum 1), please.  You have the floor.  

>>  Thank you very much, Chairman.  On behalf of the Secretary‑General, I'm pleased to present Document C23/8 (Addendum 1), the ongoing implementation of it Document 131, revision Bucharest 2022.

This Resolution is part of the process for developing a new ICT developing index, or IDI.  A process that is transparent, inclusive, and enters a statistically sound and conceptual relevant tool.  The process kicked off last February when members of the exit group on the telecom ICC indicators and member of the group on ICT household indicators were invited to comment on the zero draft by the Secretariat to facilitate the process.

Following the first phase the Secretariat compiled and responded to all the comments and updated the methodology.  In April the Member States were, in turn, I invited to comment on the updated methodology.  Fourteen member states submitted comments.  Following this consultation, the Secretariat, again, compiled and responded to all the comments, updated the methodology, and identified a list of outstanding methodology issues.

To resolve these issues a joint meeting of the two ICT groups on indicators was held in June in accordance with Resolution 131.  The report of the meeting was posted on June 27th.

Based on the consultations and the outcomes of the joint meeting, the Secretariat is now finalizing the methodology.  This August the ideology will be submitted to Member States for their approval.  Member States will be asked, first, if they approve the methodology, and, second, if they wish to opt out of the 23 edition of the index.  In which case they would be able to join in second editions.

As per Resolution 131, the methodology will be adopted if 70 percent of responding Member States approve it.  In this case it will be released in late November or early December.

The Council is invited to note these documents.  Thank you very much, Chair.

>>  Thank you very much for that report, but now I would like to see if there are any comments from the floor, please.

India, please, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you very much, Chair, for giving me the floor, and many thanks to the Secretariat for providing an update on ICT Development Index as part of Resolution 131 at Bucharest.  It's an important tool for the development of ICT and the Member States, and to undertake policy decisions to further development their ICT sector.

India fully supports the publication of the index provided the methodology followed for preparing the index is inclusive and transparent.  The index should directly capture the progress made by the member states, particularly the developing countries which have been taking necessary steps to develop their ICT sector, and they've achieved significant progress over the last few years.

We feel that the process for following the methodology has not been inclusive.  Further that has been selected as a basis for preparing the ICT index do not fully capture the progress made in ICT sector by developing countries.  It will lead to growing erroneous perceptions about the state of development in ICT sector in developing countries.  This is a matter of special concern, because the methodology we adopt now will remain in force for the next four years.  We believe that member states should have been given ample time and fair opportunity for considering the proposal draft and to concert among themselves.  However, ample time was not made available.  Was it was circulated on 2 June, 2023, and not even 15 days of time was given for member states to consider the recommendations before the meeting which actually took place on 13 June.  Fair opportunity was not available for the Member States for consultation of all the meetings, all the consultations was held only virtually.  No physical consultation was conducted.

Apart from the process deficiency which we pointed out about, in order to concern that there are also several shortcomings in the methodology, which made the private index from being a true reflector of the status of ICT development Member States.  I would like to mention a few of the following.

The index seeks to capture the entire complex landscape of ICT development, which is growing more complex day by day with just nine indicators.  While other well‑known global indicators, for example, the Global Cybersecurity Index, which is published by ITU itself, the global index that is published by Y2 has 18 indicators, and the edition of ICT index which was published by ITU had 13 indicators, which has now been reduced to nine.

With such a meager number likely, the proposal will capture the increased complexity and technology changes that are happening in the IT sector.  Several important indicators of ICT development have been left out on pretexture of nonavailability of data.  For example, under you the universal connectivity pillar only two aspects have been covered.  That is connected people and connected households, while the connected communities and connected businesses have not been covered.

Similarly another meaningful connectivity pillar has not been included for ICT skills, speed of broadband, and telecom security.

For several indicators the threshold and goal posts have been fixed in an arbitrary manner.  There is no specification for this differential treatment.  For example, the threshold for affordability has been set at 2 percent of gross national income, which fails to recognize the achievement of Member States, which have been striving to exceed beyond the goal post and thresholds.

The question of affordability has been proposed on GI per capita where it is a generally established practice that it should be done using the purchase parity, PPP method.

ITU also proposes to assimilate values, missing values, of several indicators, but the methodology fails to mention that it's not been given so far.

These deficiencies and AGTI meeting held by member states and the meeting of PDAC at Geneva on 19th, 2023 June.  However, from the report of EGTIBGH it has been published recently.  It appears that these concerns have been brushed aside by the ITU Secretariat.

Why we want to go ahead with the publication of index?  We want that effective concertations have to be held with Member States to address concerns and processes and methodology.  Therefore, India proposes that there should be one in person/hybrid, possibly hybrid, more consultation before the final version is accepted by ITU as explained next month.

This will provide a fairer opportunity for the Member States to further discuss the important issues raised by the Member States.  I thank you, Chair.  Thank you very much.

>>  Thank you very much, India.  I would like to give the floor to Brazil, please.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Good afternoon, everyone, and thank you to the Secretariat for this valuable report.  Brazil together with a considerable number of Member States has actively participated in the concerning of ICT statistics and the IDI.  Given our vast large population our concern comes from numerous social and economic challenges, including income levels of social and developing communities.  Consequently, we firmly say that the establishment of the benchmarking tools, such as the IDI and the promotion of international cooperation are indispensable for producing data and analysis that informs.

We are of the view that that's in construction with the work conducted by the ITU Secretariat has been refined as a set of indicators by allowing Member States to express their opinions.  We would like to extend our gratitude to the ITU Secretariat, BDT and other groups for conducting this process in a transparent manner.  It's important to acknowledge the remarkable progress achieved by the groups in a meaningful way.

Further, it's important to underscore all member's needs with regard to the index.  The success and robustness of the index are the outcomes of reports in providing the necessary guidance and expertise to develop viable solutions.  We maintain optimistic outlooks on the subject of the IDI and move on with this process.  We agree with the proposal about one more meeting from India, but we would like to emphasize to the chronograph that has been established to continuously enforce.  Thank you very much, Chairman.  

>>  Thank you, Brazil.  I would like to say that I have the following member states who had asked for the floor:  Algeria and Indonesia, Nigeria, Mauritius, South Africa, China, United Kingdom.  And with that I will close the list.  Algeria, please.

>>  Thank you very much, Chairman.  As this is the first time that I am taking the floor at plenary, at the outset I would like to congratulate you for your appointment as Chair of the Council and your leadership and to wish you every success as you fulfill this mandate.  I'm going to continue in French.

Very briefly here at the outset I would like to thank the Secretariat and BDT for the report that has been presented and all the efforts deployed in this manner.

Generally speaking, on the Environment Index, this is following regular participation in the work of the expert group, CEGI and EGH, and the last indicators symposium procedure was started in March.  To date, we have expressed in very good faith all our concerns pertaining to the process and the approach taken by ITU and the implementation of 131, which is in our view is very selective approach, which doesn't really meet the Resolution 131 and which doesn't differentiate and which might probably lead to an impasse.  The same chair of the index joint meetings to include an indicator to say that there were countries that expressed their concern in order to set out the responsibilities in case of a possible failure, which none of us want to see.

The changes of Resolution 131 has seen recommendations and resolutions based upon a cooperative, participative, inclusive work to support consensus, or at least by attaining a majority which in our view has not been the case.

As set out by the Secretariat, the last stage is next month, and regarding with the methodology developed, this methodology in our view moves on to further discussion and further meetings either face‑to‑face or online.

With that, I thank you, Chairman.

>>  Thank you, Algeria.  Indonesia, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Chair.  First of all, we want to express our highest appreciation for the ITU to successfully conduct our meetings on the issue of the index to expert group meeting on the communities of ICT and through expert group meetings.

Regarding the ICT index, even though I believe that it still needs some discussion, we would like to address our optimism by the ICT index.  By implementing the ICT index I believe that it can complete contribution on enhancing and achieving development.  Thank you.  

>>  Thank you, Indonesia.  Nigeria, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  We would also like to commend the Secretariat for the report that has been given and would like to fully align with India's intervention as to regard the process and with respect to the time that has been allotted to this very important development of methodology that is supposed to be published by the end of this year.

We see in the presentation by the Secretariat that we have 14 Member States that have responded.  I would like to find out why is that number that low?  We see also in the same document you're talking about 70 percent of those that responded have agreed to that, and the methodology is going to be adopted.  With regard to the number of Member States that we have in this union, I don't think that is enough statistics to be able to agree on a methodology which 70 percent of 14 Member States only, which is why we fully are aligning with India's intervention and feel there should be a wider circulation and enough time should be given for this development of this all‑important methodology.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>>  Thank you, Nigeria.  Mauritius, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Chair.  I also wish to thank the Secretariat for bringing this important update before the Council.  Mauritius also believes that the IDI is essential for government operators as well as development partners for evaluation of a digital divide and the performance of countries.  The index serves as a basis in the formulation of appropriate policies towards the advancement of governments, digital transformation agenda.

This is why we need a well‑established framework and appropriate methodology which can give a true and real and fair picture of progress achieved.  We acknowledge and appreciate the work which has been carried out so far by the groups for dating the methodology and fully ascribe to its passing in the future.  As highlighted by countries before me, we feel there are still some outstanding issues which have to be resolved and which would require further consultation prior to finalization.

We also want to be in line to wish our French friends a very happy National Day.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you, Mauritius.  China, please, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Chair.  During the PP‑22 all the parties had a very vigorous discussion and reached a consensus on Resolution 131.  It shows that parties paid great attention and have expectation to ITU statistics and indicator work.  It shows our spirit of cooperation.

China would like to commend ITU's effort to actively implement the Resolution 131 and also the effective progress.  At the same time we would also like to send our experts to participate in the work of the expert group.  We would like to continue our cooperation and communication with ITU, and we can finish and publish the ITI indicators and make it as a reference to the development of ICT and also provide reference to the international compilation.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you very much, China.  I would like to give the floor to Canada, please.  You have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Chairman.  Very briefly, again, to thank the Secretariat for the presentation of this document.  Mr. Chairman, understanding there are some concerns, we have to agree on one fact, which is that the index is not an option.  It's an obligation.

On that sense, understanding the concerns, it's very important to identify specifically if the challenges are divergences between professional statisticians that are not able to agree on the indicators or if there is another element that has been triggering in addition to whatever delays or absence of team, so it's going to be very important towards the meeting in August that that is clarified because it seems that over many years the ITU has not been able to publish the report, and it's important that once and for all we are able to close that gap and resolve the issues that have hindered the presentation of the document.

But, again, very important to clarify where specifically the problem lies between the whole expert group, between statisticians, between Member States.  By identifying where the problem is, we might apply the beginning of a solution.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you very much, Canada.  Last statement from the U.K., please.  

>>  Thank you, Chair, and I would like to thank the BDT for their work in this area.  Perhaps I may speak here on behalf of CPT because I think a number of European countries were in the que Chair, but didn't make the speaking list.  

We share the optimism and practical benefits of this index, and I think like some who have spoken here, we found that the BDT that have been open and consultative in the process.  We too might have ideas about how this is improved.  We do also think this is a pressing measure, and it's important that it exists.  We shouldn't let the perfect be the enemy of the good.

This index will help policymakers make better informed, evidence‑based decisions on universal and meaningful connectivity.  We commend the BDT and we support to proceed as the document suggests.  Thank you, Chair.

>>  Thank you, United Kingdom.  Any further requests for the floor?  Firstly, let me give the floor to the Secretariat for response.

>>  Director.

>>  Good afternoon.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  As I'm taking the floor for the first time, I wish to congratulate you and to wish you well as you continue with the business of the day.  I would like just to make a few remarks with regards to the use of statistics and particularly the IDI.  As you may already know, for the past six years no IDI was published.  Our membership is very diverse, and it's not for me to remind you, we have huge countries with huge territories, huge countries with huge population sizes.  We have small island developing states with a lot of limitations.  We have land‑locked developing states.  We have developing countries.

Agreeing on an IDI in this methodology and indicators has always been a huge challenge.  I can assure you that because I was in charge of the department response before the past three IDIs.  It is difficult to build a consensus.  We moved from 11 indicators in the past.  That was in 2016.  At the request of the Member States we then went up to 14 indicators.  Then Resolution 131 was amended in 2018 and is still not to be satisfactory in addressing the needs of all the membership.

Then the Member States, of course, in 2022 decided to remove the ranking because, you will agree with me, almost all the countries want to be number one, and for good reason.  Our statistics remain quite authoritative because the World Economic Forum, when they do this reports for countries, they use that as reference material.

Investors too use that as reference point.  Now, Resolution 131 coming from 2022 stipulate late the following:  

One, that we must engage into an open system approach, which means we have to give room to the best express that you send to ITU, expert group of telecommunications indicators and an expert group on household indicators to have an opportunity to express themselves.

But we thank you also for staffing ITU with experts who have to be neutral and impassioned and focused on the business.  We participate in the United Nations Commission on Statistics where we agree on definitions, which are credible, and approaches that are fair and impassioned and scientifically sound.

Now, at the request of the Member States, but before I go there let me say another requirement which came with the new Resolution 131 was the factor that after agreeing and ‑‑ again, consensus does not mean unanimity.  We all know that.  After agreeing on a proposed draft methodology, we have to go back to the membership.  We reached in order to do that in August.

70 percent of responding countries agree with the methodology, then we would go ahead with the methodology or with the idea.  If less than that, then it means that we could not.  The second provision in that Resolution also says, if any Member States wishes to opt out in a particular year's IDI, they are free to do that.  We don't think it is advisable to do that because we want everybody to be included, but talking about inclusivity, we got a request from many Member States that they preferred to conduct the business of expert groups up to the end virtually to give an opportunity to all the Member States, including those that have difficulty in financing their participation in a physical meeting of expert groups.

Still, we note, of course, that the one meeting that we had, which was a physical meeting, was not satisfactory to some Member States, which is also understandable.  We caught between both.  We are here to serve the Secretariat.  We listened to the Member States, and we are Member State‑driven.  Resolution 131 emphasizes that this year, 2023, we must have an idea.

We could not meet everyone.  We have time restrictions.  We are working to make sure that we have the IDI, but not at the expense of the quality of the work, the methodology, and the idea ‑‑ the credibility of the IDI.  If we wish to come up with an IDI, the time frame that we have is cited that we may not be able if we postpone to produce an IDI this year, but we are, again, in your hands.  We are ready to work.  We have limited resources.  Our experts are also human and work‑life balance, and they have been working tirelessly to make sure that we come up with a credible product.

Now with all that in mind, I would like to say that there are many valuables and many indicators that we can come up with, and it may be a huge challenge for all countries because of the diversity that we are so proud to have to agree 100 percent on all of these indicators.

So it's a moving target.  I just thought I should intervene at this point to clarify some elements and leave you in the good hands of the Chairman.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>>  Thank you.  We thank the BDT Director for his statement.  There are still requests for the floor on my list.  I should like to tell you that this issue remains open, so I invite Council to note the document and comments, and we invite BDT to continue consultations as appropriate.  Let us now continue.  South Africa.

>>  Thank you, Chair, for giving South Africa the floor.  You had read South Africa's name in the previous list.  I think you might have omitted us.  I will not complain because we are aligned on the position.

Chair, let me allow, firstly, to thank Secretariat through the director of BDT.  Also, I want to thank him for giving us a perspective insofar as the journey on this matter.  I would like to, perhaps, touch on the Resolution 131, as it has been indicated that it has been extensively debated.

Coming from a developed country we always do find it a bit of a challenge when where we have to use the same approach as developed countries.  I think the director has succinctly explained those dynamics.  We come from a country where the topology ‑‑ the vastness where people live both in urban and what you call remote, and it's also underserved and those extensive rural areas which then makes our own challenges different.  We would like to be in the same ‑‑ on the same boat insofar as trying to perhaps address issues of universal connectivity as well as the digital transformation and want to thank the ITU for continuously giving us the capacity as well as the support.  Those complexities would have been taken into account.

Chair, the second issue I think the director has spoken to was the consultative process, and for us the only response that we made or the comment we made was through an online request, so it is possible that we might have missed those physical meetings, which I think would have been key and would have been much more active in terms of participating.  We would like to associate ourselves with the view that have been expressed by India, Algeria, Nigeria, as well as Mauritius and humbly request the Secretariat just for one more indulgence for us then to meet in a physical meeting to really thoroughly analyze these issues and have an equal understanding and also perhaps even explore alternatives as to how the assessment can be done to ensure that it takes into account the diversities that we have in our respective countries as well as regions.

That is humbly our request, Chair, perhaps if we could be allowed one more engagement under the leadership of the Director of BDT and also working closely with our regional officers in order then to come and agree on the methodology, but insofar as the actual one meeting, then it would be held here at ITU with an option of then the remote participation for those who will not be able to attend in person.

Thank you very much.

>>  Thank you, South Africa.  Due to time constraints, we invite Council to take note of the documents.  Thank you for your understanding.

>>  India, please, you have the floor.  

>>  Thank you, Chair, and my apologies for taking the floor again.  I wanted to express thanks to my colleagues, distinguished delegates from Brazil, Algeria, Nigeria, Mauritius and South Africa in expressing support for our small request for having another meeting.  I'm also thankful to Director BDT for outlining the importance of timelines for arriving at this index.  We all are in the room feeling that this index is very much required, and it should be there, but I would like to also point out that as part of Resolution 131, if 30 percent member states by participating responding member states, do not agree to the methodology, then the publication of this index would be much, much more postponed.  Right now we are asking just for one meeting, but if 30 percent, which is approximately 52, 60 Member States, at that point of time when you publish ‑‑ when you send out in September for the response, and at that time if you find that there is no agreement among the Member States for their proposal, then this index would actually be deferred for a very, very long time, which is not the intention of anyone in this room as far as I could see from the discussion so far.

I would, once again, request the Secretariat to take note of the request.  Thank you very much, Chair.

>>  Thank you very much, India.  Would anyone else like to make any comments?  I would like to make it clear that if new consultations appear necessary, the Secretariat is available to organize a meeting in particular with BDT for everything that has to be discussed on the ITI.  Now we take out this item and move on to the next agenda item.

Next agenda item is Document C23/25, and I would like to invite the Secretariat Mr. Steven Burrow to present this document, please.  Go ahead, Mr. Secretariat.

>>  Thank you.  Thank you, Chairman.  On behalf of the Secretary‑General, it's my pleasure to introduce Document C23/25 on strengthening the regional presence.  This document reports on the implementation of Resolution 25, revised by 2018 of the plenary conference.

It should be noted that this document is presented in response to Resolution 25 in its form prior to the PP in Bucharest as it addresses work done by the ITU in 2022.

The next update will take account of changes to that Resolution that were adopted at PP‑22.  The document reports on the contribution of the regional presence to the mandate of ITU.  It provides information on the regional work towards the ITU Strategic Plan and the Buenos Aries action plan.  It provides information on use in 2022 of extra and extra budgetary resources of funding for work in the regional and area offices.

The document sets out information on the staffing levels of the various regional and area offices during the year as well as other operational information, such as fellowships granted in each region and expert missions.

Particular attention is drawn to the reporting on the implementation of the regional presence review that was conducted by PWC in 2018‑19 as directed in Council Decision 616 and the establishment of the ITU area office and Innovation Center in India.

Document C23/25 is supplemented by document C23/A7 which contains nine annexes.  Annex 1 provides key achievements for region 2022.  Annex 2 outlines regional office contributions to other sectors and the General Secretariat.  Annex 3 sets out the support activities towards empowering regional and area offices.  Annexes 4 through 6 provide 2022 financial information on the regional and area offices, and Annex 7 contains the information on fellowships award and recruited experts in 2022 for each regional office.

Finally, annexes 8 and 9 provide information on the staffing level by regional and area offices.  Noting that this includes information for the India office, which relates to 2023.

Thank you, Chairman.  The Council is invited to note this report.

>>  Thank you very much for that report.  We also have a further contribution, and I would now like to invite Australia to present Document C23/68, please.  Australia, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you very much, Chair, for the opportunity to present Australia's contribution Document C23/68.  This contribution provides Australia's views on the importance of regional presence and the importance of taking a strategic approach to strengthening ITU's regional presence in the future.

This matter is particularly relevant to this Council session as we gather to consider the future that we want for our ITU.  In our view the two issues go hand in hand.  The work that ITU does and where it is done and our regional and area offices in our view are at the core phase of these activities.

We, therefore, commend the collective effort already invested in strengthening ITU's regional presence, including the PWC review, the recent opening of the south Asia area office, the work of the Council working groups, and, of course, the Secretariat.

The second point that Australia makes in its contribution is, again, in our view some gaps still remain in ITU's regional presence.  Namely, in the Pacific Region.

The Pacific Region comprises almost one‑third of Asia Pacific member states, occupies a vast area some 30 million square kilometers, and it's faced with a unique set of challenges.

Not to mention that many parts of the Pacific are thousands of kilometers from the ITU Asia Pacific regional office in Bangkok and are difficult to access.  Some communities accessible by boat and only in good weather.

Despite this many Pacific states continue to receive comparatively insufficient support to address the telecommunications ICT development needs.  Any delay in meaningful intervention would likely exacerbate existing vulnerabilities and hamper their ability to meet the sustainable development goals.

That is why Australia is working closely with Pacific Member States and other partners to strengthen regional collaboration and engagement and is proud to be using our voluntary participation to evaluate potential solutions.

With this in mind, Australia considers that any future deliberations on ITU's regional presence should be based on a framework of sound, objective criteria supported by detailed evidence.  Therefore, Australia proposes tasking the Council working group on finance and HR with preparing explicit and objective criteria to guide future deliberations on establishing regional area offices for consideration at the next Council session.

In our opinion this criteria do not need to be extensive, and the Council Working Group should consider the cumulative analysis and initiatives carried out in the past decade.  To clarify, Australia is not proposing review of the existing regional office network, nor any adjustments to ITU.  We consider that our proposal does not carry any financial implications.  We welcome views on Australia's proposal, and thank you, again, for the opportunity.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you very much, Australia.  Now I would like to give the floor to the following.  Poland, please.

>>  Thank you, Chair, for giving me the floor.  Since this is the first time we're taking the floor, please accept our congratulations on your appointment as Chair.  We do trust in your guidance for the sessions.

We wish to express gratitude to the Secretary‑General and Secretariat for providing this report on strengthening ITU's regional presence.  We do recognize strengthening the regional presence as very important activity of ITU to fulfill its mandate.

Regional and area offices play an important role in implementation of ITU Strategic Plan, programs, projects, and regional initiatives that are the most accessible to the Member States.

At the plenary conference in Bucharest we implement Resolution 25 that now stipulate late that annual report on regional presence, the Secretary‑General is to submit a regional presence review at least once between two plenary conferences.  We believe that the type is ripe for such a review, and we are confident that doing it would be in line with the transformation goals of the new leadership as well as new feed for future ITU.

We are strongly convinced that this regular review as determined in Resolution 25 is going to provide this Council with a powerful tool enabling us to offer the ITU with the most accurate guidance and assistance in matters related to regional presence.

Therefore, we encourage ITU ‑‑ we encourage the Secretary‑General and the ITU Secretariat to prepare and publish the ITU regional presence review ahead of the sessions of ITU Council 2024.  Once again, please accept my congratulations and gratitude for your wise guidance.  Thank you, Chair.

>>  Thank you very much, Poland.  Brazil, the Philippines, Japan, United States, Romania, Kenya, Algeria, Mauritius, Bulgaria, Mexico, and Argentina.  These are the countries on my list.  I will close the list with Argentina, and now I would like to kindly ask you to be very succinct in your comments.  Thank you.  Brazil, please.

>>  Thank you very much, Chairman.  I would like to thank the presentation of the document from Australia's very precise document.  Australia and Poland share the view that regional presence is important, and there are a number of ways to improve it.  We fully support the proposal, which is up to the Council to define the framework for future discussions pertaining to the creation of regional offices.  In this context the Working Group needs to set out specific criterias for future discussions.  Thank you very much, Chairman.

>>  Thank you, Brazil.  The Philippines, please.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  The Philippines fully acknowledges and approves the pivotal role of the ITU's regional presence.  We uphold the report and thank the Secretariat.  We also thank Australia's contribution and support the suggestions.

The Philippines remains as a grateful recipient of several ITU regional programs where our country also counterparted resources and co‑designed its programs.  The ITU's work in promoting digital inclusivity and advancement is invaluable, especially for nations which are on our digital development journey.

Our country values the ITU's regional office as vital bridges between global goals and localities.  They effectively translate the digitally inclusive world into tangible initiatives that address specific regional challenges.

In the spirit of regional cooperation, we fully endorse the strengthening of the ITU's regional presence, including a call for wider functions for this regional offices and continued flow of resources which will be in another agenda, including more inclusive design process where stakeholders can participate in programs with the regional offices.

Believing it to be key in accelerating our shared objective of universal digital connectivity by providing technical expertise, facilitating resource allocation, and fostering collaboration among Member States, we believe that the ITU's regional presence continues to be instrumental in catalyzing digital transformation.  Thank you for giving us the floor.  

>>  Thank you, Philippines.  Japan, please, you have the floor.

>>  Japan believes it's extremely important to achieve the goals of the ITU.  Regional presence should be enhanced in the inclusive manner, including countries ‑‑ including the country as the highest priority area.  Taking these opportunities, we proudly announce we have decided to contribute $300,000 U.S. in total to the Asia Pacific Regional Office which includes the cybersecurity program tailored to Asia Pacific island countries.  Thank you.  

>>  Thank you very much, Japan.  The U.S., please, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chair, and thank you to the Secretariat for this helpful update on the regional presence.  We've heard consistently throughout this meeting how critical the ITU's regional presence is for the union stability to be more responsive to the needs of the regions and deliver real impact at the country and regional levels and furthering its goals of universal connectivity and sustainable digital transformation.

We support the continued review and improvements to the current dashboard cited in the report to make it more user‑friendly, including to identify the recommendations for implementation.  The U.S. also thanks Australia for their contribution and welcomes the proposed strategic approach to the regional presence based on data‑driven criteria.  We welcome continued discussion with Member States as we work towards transformation and development of a fit for future ITU and considering how we can ensure that the regional presence plays a central role.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you, United States.  Kenya, please, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  We believe that the PWC report is essential for ensuring that ITU is able to effectively implement its Strategic Plan and regional initiatives.  Kenya appreciates the report as presented and has noted that several of the recommendations in the PWC report of regional presence are pending implementation.  We, therefore, encourage the ITU to take the necessary steps towards implementation of the recommendations of the PWC report.

Secondly, we have noted that there is a lack of funding for the regional initiatives which were approved at the WTDC‑2022.  These are essential for helping developing countries to connect to the digital world.  We urge the ITU to find ways to secure funding for these key initiatives.  We would like also to ask about the transition of ongoing projects arising from WTDC of 2017.  We noted that in the external auditor report we have ‑‑ as of 21st December with many of the underlying projects ending several years ago.

We propose that where possible and if the financial regulations allow, that these balances be given to the unfunded regional initiatives.  We commend the ITU for opening the area office in India.  This office will play an important role in promoting ICT development in South Asia.  We urge the ITU to invest in the regional offices as they are essential for reaching our member states and its stakeholders.  

>>  Thank you, Chairman.  Thank you, Secretariat, for the report.  Chairman, I think we noted with significant concerns the internal controls deficiencies which have been reported in the external auditor report for the audit of the financial statement of 2020 and, of course, the special report on regional office of America.

I think the ultimate I think concern to us and the way forward is the internal controls and how can we strengthen the three‑line defense model?  Particularly we rely on this in the internal auditor, IMAC, and the external auditors in instructing the third line defense model and the three‑line defense model in general.

We also emphasize in PP‑2022 on Resolution 25 on the need for periodic review of regional presence.  I think this is something that we as council members should think about for the ‑‑ between two plenaries how can we trigger review for regional presence.

Any move forward for regional presence should take particular attention to LDCs, and I think per‑country assessment is needed in terms of moving forward with an effective regional presence.

We also need to look how are the human resources Strategic Plan result‑based management accountability framework being implemented in practice on the ground in regional presence.  This is something important to us.

And, of course, the forensic audit from PWC recommendations related to the regional presence.  We want to see them moving forward along with PWC audit on regional presence.  These are our comments on this particular topic.  Thank you, Chairman.

>>  Thank you, Algeria.  Mauritius, please, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you, Chair.  Mauritius wishes to commend the Secretariat for the report which gives us comprehensive overview of activities implemented by the ITU in line with its endeavor to strengthen its regional presence and also resupposes the initiatives.

We believe it is essential that the ITU continues to lay emphasis on support to regional initiatives to achieve its strategic goals.  However, as pointed out by Kenya and Algeria before me, when analyzing the dashboard put in please for monitoring of implementation of the work plan emanating from the PWC report, we note the slow pace of implementation in some areas, and we would have wished to get enlightened as to what measures are proposed to be taken to address this matter.

We concur with Australia that there should be a strategic approach in regard to strengthening ITU's regional presence as well as on the need to address existing gaps.  Not only in the Pacific Region, but also all regions, especially those which cover small island developing states which have, as you all know, inherent limitations related to the size and remoteness.

However, we think that it would be a complex exercise to develop explicit criteria for the establishment of regional offices as each region has its own specificities and requirements.  Thank you, Chair.

>>  Thank you very much.  Turkiye, you have the floor, please.  

>>  We would like to thank the general Secretariat for their well‑prepared report on the activities on strengthening ITU's regional presence.  We also thank Australia for their contribution.

We strongly believe that ITU's regional presence plays a significant role for the successful fulfillment of the strategic duties of the union.  We appreciate the efforts of ITU in enhancing regional presence through a range of measures to make the union more responsive to the specific needs of the regions and to effectively deliver timely and high‑quality products and services at the country and regional levels.

We appreciate we have experienced in the past that strengthened internal control is a critical component of this process.  We are of the opinion that efficient, effective, and sustainable regional presence can only be achieved through balanced empowerment and control.  In this context we appreciate and support the relevant studies of the General Secretariat in line with the PP Resolution 25.  We appreciate the creation of a work plan for full implementation of the measures defined by the previous studies by the end of 2023.  The dashboard published on the Council website is also very useful for the membership to observe the status of the progress.

We look forward to the continued update of the achievements for the implementation of the work plan.  We also support the involvement of the Council working group FHR as appropriate for the better implementation of a strengthened regional presence strategy.  Thank you very much, Chair.

>>  Thank you, Turkiye.  Bulgaria, Mexico, and Argentina.  I will take these last three speakers, and then we will move on to a statement from the BDT Director.  Bulgaria, you have the floor, please.

>>  Thank you, Chair.  Thank you.  On behalf of the CPT, we would like to congratulate the Secretariat for the efforts brought forth and also for the management in all the office to strengthen the regional presence.

We believe that the regional presence is an important tool.  Actually one of the most important tools for the ITU implementation of the strategy and tasks and our goals, and in this regard the efficiency of the regional presence is of utmost importance for the efficiency of all the work we do here in ITU.  That's why we would like to support all the efforts in strengthening the regional presence and also we would like to support Australia in their contribution and our colleagues from Poland that spoke previously of their proposal to we have a report on the assessment of the regional presence as put in Resolution 25 of the PP.  Thank you very much.

>>  Thank you, Bulgaria.  Mexico, please, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you very much, Chairman.  We would like to thank the Secretariat for the presentation of Document 25.  We take note of this, and we would like to convey our gratitude to them for all the efforts undertaken and all of the BDT to strengthen regional presence.

We look forward to the increasing of the internal coordination between the three departments of the ITU.  This would facilitate the equity of the work of the regional offices giving them a certain level of autonomy.  We look forward to the importance of strengthening regional offices and their regional areas with clear areas and the necessary funding pointed out in order to strengthen the participation of all Member States in the activities of the ITU.  In particular, those countries who are developing, least developed countries, small island developing states.

It's important that regional offices can increase their participation in the activities of the Union and coordination between the three different offices of the ITU.

Moreover, we've also noted that the activities of the sector are those which are mainly undertaken in these offices.  That's why we need to strengthen these offices within the work of the TSB and the R sector.  In this we would like to support the contribution put forward by Australia and would like to highlight the importance of strengthening the regional presence of ITU in order to find mechanisms which bridge the current divide and to benefit the sub‑region.  Thank you very much.

>>  Thank you very much, Mexico.  Argentina, please, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you very much, Chairman.  I'll just be very brief.  I would like to thank the Secretariat for this report, and also to the regional offices for having undertaken such important work for all countries.  We certainly share the concerns and comments raised in contribution put forward by Australia.  We would like to thank them for that.  We share the view and many of the points raised that were in a different region.

Also, I just like to ask whether it might be possible in addition to the report, can we also undertake a monitoring and follow‑up or some mechanism so on that we have interim reports in order to continue assessing how we're implementing these improvements for the tangible actions which have been defined and so to ensure that we can continue follow‑up on these?

During today we talked about the concept of one ITU.  We really think it's important what impact this has all the actions behind this concept have within the regional offices and how this would ‑‑ this definition would impact on the work and regional presence of ITU.

To end, I would also like to urge you to review the annexes of the document where we see a clear shortcoming on the gender and gender equality especially in annex 7.  I was looking at the numbers for my region, for example.  For example, pertaining to fellowships, only 40 percent of these fellowships have been accessible for women, and if we look at this per office, looking at the BR office, the number is actually zero.  Thank you very much.

>>  Thank you very much, Argentina.  Now I would like to give the floor to the BDT Director.  You have the floor, sir.  

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you to all of the Member States here present.

I will just comment on a few issues.  Then my colleague who has been looking after the regional presence will attend to some of the comments that you have made.

First, I would like to thank many of the Member States that have communicated that they are considering seconding staff to strengthen the staff that we have and others that have indicated that they have an interest in helping us with the IPOs.  Thank you very much.  That will certainly go a long way in strengthening the regional presence.

I just want to draw your attention to the fact that we have been carrying a list by the comments by Mauritius on slow implementation of the projects.  Just to mention that we have been running a series of training programs for all our staff.  Most by those that have joined this year have gone through a certified training in project management.

Last year we ran three kinds of training management courses.  One was for newcomers to be certified.  The second one was a refresher training to reinforce the skills of those in the area that have been trained, and the third one was train the trainers.  We wanted our own staff to be able to train our colleagues.

This year BDT ran training ‑‑ a retreat for all senior staff in the region and headquarters during which we introduced a methodology which is results‑based in the sense that everything that we planned from projects to operational planning activities were based on the outcomes that were defined by the Member States.

So to avoid duplication in the use of financial resources and human resources, we established coherence between the operational plan and also the projects that would include in terms of outposts services and products that are co‑produced with the headquarters so that the headquarters and field colleagues recall work in similar ways, and that has helped us in our planning process.

Third, I would like to say our regional colleagues or our colleagues in the field have been empowered, but of course, authority comes with responsibility.  So we have developed work plans that we can all evaluate with the clear targets and KPIs so that we make sure that we can all speed up processes in making sure that our projects are implemented on time within the budgets and within the scope of the projects.

So these measures have been taken, and I can assure you that you will certainly be seeing improvement in terms of project execution on the ground by our colleagues.  They are working very hard to make sure that we deliver on the message and also we deliver on the commitments that we made to the WBTC and also within the framework of the two goals, strategic goals, of PP‑22.

We are working hard to make sure that to make sure that even requests that come from other sectors or from the general Secretariat are also taken care of by our colleagues in the field offices so that we work to represent, of course, the whole organization. 

So I would say Steven is going to respond to specific issues concerning particularly the review process that have been taken thus far.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

>>  Thank you, Director.  Chair, with your leave, I will respond specifically to some of the interventions beginning, firstly, with the intervention from the delegate from Poland.

Thank you for your comments.  We note the request for a review once every four years within the period between plenary conferences.  In this regard and building on some of the other comments by other delegates regarding the status of the PWC review, the Secretariat notes that a significant sum was spent on the PWC review, which took more than a year and was very comprehensive, and it provided for a three‑year period for implementation, which will be completed at the end of 2023.  Membership may want to consider whether it be done at this time.  Of course, the Secretariat is prepared to support either option, whichever is chosen by the membership.

The total cost of the last PWC review was just over 400,000 Swiss Francs.  It's worth noting in terms of funding issues with these reviews.

Moving to the comments.  We note with thanks the comments by the delegate of Japan, especially regarding additional contributions to the regional presence, which is, of course, very welcome.  Much of the challenges we have relate to a shortage of resources in the regional offices, and this is noted ‑‑ this can be noted from the levels of staffing in each of the regional and area offices.

The recommendation from PWC was to have at least four professional staff, and in most offices we are considerably below that, which, of course, impacts the implementation.

Turning to the comments or the document submitted by Australia, the Secretariat, of course, is prepared to support the review.  Sorry, the criteria proposed.  We would be prepared to make a contribution.  I note the document provides for CWGFHR.  We can work on some of the criteria that have been considered in the past.

Kenya made comments regarding the implementation of the PWC report and concerns about the pace of implementation.  We have a three‑year work plan.  One or two of the items are delayed ‑‑ were delayed really last year because of the three world conferences, but certainly we expect to be on track to complete the recommendations by the end of 2023 as proposed by PWC.

Algeria and Bulgaria also supported the review.  Again, I repeat my comments regarding the timing of that review.  There was a lot of support for One ITU principles and comments regarding the need to enhance the presence of the representation of all bureaus in the General Secretariat by the regional presence.

My colleagues in the regions are always very One ITU‑focused, so I believe that if there are specific issues we, of course, are happy to deal with them, but every effort is made to ensure that all of the bureaus and the General Secretariat are fully represented by the regional offices within available resources.

The comments regarding ‑‑ from the delegate from Australia meant Council from Australia mentioned the issue of ongoing monitoring of the performance of the regional offices.  We are improving our use or publication of dashboards.  We did some presentations at TDAG so that we hope that the dashboards will provide a good overview of the state of implementation of activities and projects not only from HQ, but also across each country.

Of course, the regional presence with review dashboard will be updated as things happen.  Finally, I note the comments on ‑‑ we note the comments on gender equality and challenges with the report that's provided.  It should be noted that fellowships are based on our applications.  We grant almost all of the fellowships that are applied for they are resources and that it meets the criteria.  In fact, gender is a significant factor when we're deciding which ones might not meet the criteria.  Certainly we encourage membership to apply or have more women apply for fellowships to address that.

Thank you.  I hope I didn't miss any key questions, but of course, I'm happy to provide further clarification as needed.  

>>  Thank you very much, Steven.  I would like to give the floor.  Director, you have the floor.

>>  Thank you very much, Chair.  I just quite like to make the following brief statement following the comment from the delegate on Argentina regarding fellowships for the R sector confirming what the Deputy Director said for the development sector.  All of the fellowships that have been requested, and in particular in the last event that we held, which was a regional seminar for communications preparing for the WRC this year, which took place in Cuba in April this year.

We awarded fellowships to women who are participating in Costa Rica, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, and Nicaragua.  To men we gave fellowship from Bolivia and Columbia.  Thank you very much, Chair.

>>  Thank you very much, Director.  I would also like to thank you for the observations and those particularly from the BDT Deputy Director and I would also like the Council now to take note of Document C23/25, please, and these were very constructive comments from Councillors on a review.

I would also like to invite the CWG for FHR to set out clear definitions to setting out regional offices and to inform the Council in 2024 as had been requested in Australia's document.  Thank you very much.

With that, we'll close that agenda item, and we'll now move to a ten‑minute coffee break.  Thank you very much.  Can I kindly ask you to be very punctual?  Thank you.

(Coffee break) 

>>  Let's continue with our agenda pertaining to the list of list of candidature for Chairman and vice‑Chairman of the Council working groups and expert groups.  We have not reached he agreement, so I invite regional groups to come back and continue discussing this and come back to the Secretariat as quickly as possible with a single candidature, her for the vice‑Chairman, and also consult with each other to find agreement on the Chair position.

Without any further ado, I would like us to come back to this next Tuesday at our next plenary session.  We'll, therefore, continue with our next agenda item.

Poland, please.  

>>  My apologies to coming back for the topic of regional Chairman.  We did not apply for proceeding with external audit.  We did expect the ITU to consider providing this Council with regional presence review.  An order review to be conducted internally based on Resolution 25.  We would like to enter a decision before the Council 24 will be taken at this Council, this session.  Do we wait for your decision?  Thank you for your clarification.

>>  The BDT Director is going on it make a statement.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you very much.  I suggest you come back to say that we heed the call by the Councillors for the need of an additional meeting returning to the ITI, and we are going to be communicating in the coming days that we will be organizing and repurpose some resources to make sure that it happens.  I'm optimistic that some consensus will be reached to we can move ahead.

With regard to the reviews, of course, we encourage you to send our external auditors to carry out reviews and that they will be conducting further reviews.  Of course, when we come to Council, we should be able to provide multiple terms, and we will be coordinating with Secretary‑General, of course, on this matter.

Thank you very much.  

>>  Thank you very much, Director.  Let us continue as proposed with the next agenda item.  Document 59.  Deputy Secretary‑General, Thomas, please present.  

>>  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and distinguished Councillors.  On behalf of the Secretary‑General, it is my honor to introduce Document 59.  The report containing this document outlines the activities and developments since the conference in Bucharest on assistance and support to Ukraine for building the telecommunications sector in response to the results of the ITU Council Resolution 1408 on assistance and support to Ukraine.

Designing for interim sustainable development framework and adopt instruments.  Currently building upon the findings of the interim assessment and following coordination with the Ukraine building and reconstruction of broadcasting systems have been identified as immediate priority.

Initial discussions have been held directed towards liberation of the environment and the national framework for the roll‑out of digital infrastructure from the competitive markets and relying on the public aid.

Ladies and gentlemen, as interim assess am as well as it indicates the construction in Ukraine is very are significant and will need support.  This is also the reason ITU continues to mobilize to connect mechanism, thereby enabling the effective assistance to the country.  Please let me thank countries that have already engaged with ITU and those that supported specific ITU proposals and technical assistance in the field of broadcasting enabling environment as well as those who committed specific support actions for Ukraine through the partner to connect initiative where the total estimate of value exceeding $140 million.

We have got another $40 million U.S. there.  I would also leak to thank Member States for the director contribution to the ITU facilities in this regard and for the in kind contribution and for Japan for the financial institution for the special trust and fund.

Document 59 also invites stakeholders to support activities for ITU in response to Resolution 1408 and particularly by committing to provide technical assistance and support Ukraine for a building telecommunications sector.  Joining the partner to connect initiative and providing pledges focused on Ukraine as well as providing contributions to the special fund and trust and scaling up with the implementation for ITU Council Resolution 1408.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

>>  Thank you very Much, Deputy Secretary‑General.  I now open the floor to the Councillor of Spain, Document 92.  You have the floor, Spain.

>>  Thank you.  It's a pleasure to present Document C23/92 in the Resolution of 140 ‑‑ Ukraine has impacted the telecommunications sector construction of networks and ICTs has been damaged and also other illegal acts which are described in this report.  $1,700,000 is the cost of this.  This is a desperate situation.  Our contribution welcomes ITU's assistance to Ukraine and proposed ITU continues providing assistance support for the Ukraine sector mandate for countries which require consultation of Ukraine as a result of commitment and efforts.

The co‑sponsors of the contribution decided to prepare Rev‑1 in order to accommodate proposals of consultations.  We have states that support this.  We thank Member States for their broad support to the Ukraine to adopt this so this necessary work can be continued.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you very much, Spain.  The next document.  Requests for the floor?  

>>  I would like to open the floor for comments, please.  Ukraine, please, you have the floor.

>>  Mr. Chairman, Madam Secretary‑General, dear colleagues, I have the honor to speak on behalf of 44 ITU Member States and further request that the statements be entered in the records.  

The ITU is a U.N. specialized agency for telecommunication and information and communication technologies.  It's committed to connecting people all over the world, protecting and supporting everyone's ability to communicate.  The first lines of the ITU institution recognized the growing importance of telecommunications for the preservation of peace and economic and social development of all of its Member States.  We are proud that our union stands up to support its members in the times of need.

Russia's aggression against Ukraine including the continuing attacks on Ukraine's telecommunication infrastructure, interruptions in telecommunication services and mobile networks have a devastating impact on the operation of telecommunication facilities and services in my country and all the exercise of Ukraine sovereign rights to regulate telecommunications within its internationally recognized territory.

Russia's unlawful actions stand in clear contradiction to ITU's mission to promote digital connectivity for sustainable development worldwide and fail to respect the fundamental principles enshrined in the ITU institutions.

As such, Russia is not presently a credible partner for ITU activities and cannot credibly claim to promote the ITU values.  The supporters of this statement stand firmly and unwaveringly in support with Ukraine.  We strongly condemn the Russian Federation violation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine and deplore the suffering and loss of life it has caused.

We reject and unequivocally condemn the annexation by the Russian Federation of the autonomous Republic of crime ea and regions of Ukraine in violation of international law, including the U.N. Charter.  We reiterate the call of the U.N. General Assembly above the international organizations and United Nations specialized agencies not to recognize any other issues of the Russian Federation of the status of any or all of Ukraine regions and to refrain from any action or dealing that might be seen as recognized any such altered status.

We urge Russia to heed to the numerous demands of the international community to immediately cease its use of force against Ukraine and to immediately completely and unconditionally withdraw all of its military forces from the territory of Ukraine within its internationally recognized borders.

We call on the Russian Federation to respect in full its obligations, including those arising from its membership in the ITU.  Distinguished delegates, we thank the Secretary‑General, The Deputy Secretary‑General, and the Directors of the three bureaus for their Resolution 1408 on assistance and support for Ukraine for rebuilding their telecommunications sector.  In particular, the establishment of a special task force at the level of the General Secretariat and of the special ITU Fund and also the presentation of an interim assessment on damages to telecommunication infrastructure and resilience of the ICT ecosystem in Ukraine.

We expect that this important work will continue.  We are grateful to ITU Member States for the contributions they have made to support these efforts, including the pledges of the ITU partner to connect high level digital development dialogues held at the WTDC‑22 and during PP‑22 and further contributions through partner to connect and other initiatives.

The support for Ukraine provided by the ITU and its Member States is uniquely valuable for the building of Ukraine's telecommunications sector.  We call upon the ITU Member States and the Union to continue providing assistance to Ukraine for rebuilding its telecommunications sector and to support the use of telecommunications, ICT, for recovery and sustainable development.

With this in mind, we look forward to the adoption of the renewed ITU Council's Resolution on assistance and support to Ukraine for rebuilding the telecommunications sector and the ITU council member states' strong support.  We thank you.

>>  Thank you, Ukraine.  I would like to give the floor to the U.K., please.

>>  Thank you, Chair.  Thank you, also, Secretary‑General and colleagues for the updated report on the implementation of Resolution 1408.  Let me echo the words of our Spanish and Ukrainian colleagues.

The international community is standing behind Ukraine in the face of Russia's aggression.  Just last month in London we were delight to co‑host with Ukraine, the Ukraine Recovery Conference which brought together businesses, civil society, and 59 countries and over 500 global companies to pledge their support for the reconstruction and recovery of Ukraine that's going to be so necessary after the devastation of the war.

Let me thank the ITU for your presence at that conference.

The commitments that we made back in London last month will go a long way we hope to meeting Ukraine's most early recovery needs.  With each and every hour that Russia's aggression continues, that bill is rising, so the simplest way to keep that bill in check is for Russia to withdraw its forces from the illegally occupied areas of Ukraine.

The ITU has a really important role to play in supporting Ukraine's telecommunications sector, and we are proud to see that work continue.  We welcome the Resolution presented by Spain on behalf of Ukraine, and we look forward it being adopted at this Council.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you very much, U.K.  I would like to give the floor to Canada, please.

>>  Thank you very much, Chairman.  Let me start by thanking the Secretariat for the presentation of the report and the current assessment and review of the situation of Ukraine.

First and foremost, thank you for the support of Ukraine for their statement, which Canada supports, and to reiterate our unwavering support for the integrity of the territory of Ukraine.

Mr. Chairman, we are going to deal with another document, Document 101, which triggered a fundamental question for Canada, and I believe, many other of our colleagues here.  Contribution apparently destined to improve the quality and objective of its predecessor, Resolution 1408 with a caveat that such contribution is presented and submitted to this Council by the aggressor which is responsible for the destruction of the telecommunications infrastructure of Ukraine.  Most assuredly, we continue discussing this issue today, and more bombs are falling on Ukraine destroying not only its telecommunications infrastructure, but hampering the efforts of doctors and nurses and schools and emergency communications.

Mr. Chairman, Canada respectfully invites all council members to adopt the Resolution 1408 as indicated in Document 92 (Rev‑1).  Thank you.

>>  Thank you, Canada.  Poland, you have the floor.  Speaker's microphone, please.

>>  Thank you very much, Mr. Chair are, for giving me the floor.  First of all, I would like to say that Poland alines itself with the comments provided by Spain.  Contribution C 23/92 as revised is a document responding to immense needs of the Ukrainian telecommunication infrastructure.  The needs caused by the full‑scale illegal, unjustified Russian aggressions against our neighbor.

The document is a balanced one, a result of extensive consultations, and it enjoys the broad support among the Council Members.  This is why Poland fully supports the document and hopes that it can be adopted.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you, Poland.

>>  Thank you, Mr. Chair, for giving me the floor.  I will be brief it was time to adopt the proposal made by Spain on the ITU Council Resolution 1408.  Thank you.

>>  Thank you, Germany.  France, please, you have the floor.  Thank you, Chairman.  France supports the statement made by Spain and would like to add comments once Ukraine has been 500 days against the Russian aggression, which is leading to telecommunications as seen in the Secretary‑General's report.  We would like to ask the Secretary‑General with the support of ITU to assist the Ukraine in building telecommunication infrastructure.  We would hope that this revised update of Resolution would allow the secretary to continue its work, which is absolutely essential to evaluate needs and support to Ukraine in order to have a full access of Ukrainian people to the activity services which absolutely is vital for the continuing of its socio‑economic activities.  Thank you very much.

>>  Chair:  Thank you, France.  Bulgaria, you have the floor.

>>  Bulgaria:  Thank you, Chair.  I would like to thank the Secretary‑General for preparing this report.  It's important report for ‑‑ (microphone cutting in and out).

We would like to see further work on the damage of the telecommunications infrastructure and services.  We would like to see fully supported document C23/92 (Rev‑1).

(Microphone cutting in and out). 

Thank you.

>>  Chair:  Thank you, Bulgaria.  U.S., please, you have the floor.

>>  United States:  Let me congratulation you on your role.  The United States wishes to support the Secretariat for the damage to the ICT infrastructure caused by the Russian Federation's premeditated war and its attack on the Ukraine sovereign territory.  This is the vital role of the ITU in assisting country in this vital need.  I join others of the international community that we must act resolutely and in solidarity with Ukraine.  The ITU must continue this important and necessary work.  United States strongly endorses this revision to Council decision 1408 in Document 92 Revision 1 and stands united with Ukraine as it propels the federated war and resilient telecommunications infrastructure.  Thank you.  

>>  Chair:  Thank you, United States.  Sweden, please.

>>  Sweden:  Thank you, Chair.  Thank you, Deputy Secretary‑General for presenting this report.  We align ourselves with the statement by Spain on behalf of the co‑sponsors for the update of the ITU Council Resolution 1408.  We have heard clearly both from the presentation and from the Ukrainian ambassador of the devastating effect of Russia's aggression against Ukraine, and how this affects the telecommunications sector in Ukraine.

ITU has an essential role to play in helping Ukraine rebuilding its telecommunications sector.  Sweden supports the updated Resolution as presented in Document 92 (Rev‑1) presented by Spain.  Thank you, Chair.

>>  Chair:  Thank you, Sweden.  China.  China.  

>>  China:  Thank you, Chair.  This crisis has been escalating.  China has always observed a neutral and objective position actively promote the peaceful discussion and negotiation.  President Xi Jing Ping and the ideas is vital for China to deal with the Ukrainian issue.  China has released about China's position on the sovereign Ukraine crisis for politics.  It has showed the core ideology and has been established by the international community.  Currently Ukraine crisis is still continuing and escalating and has spill‑over effect to international community and has higher call for the cease‑fire and mitigation of the situation.

Agencies including ITU and some other specialized agencies have further actions should focus on regional peace and common security and to promote indeed conditions for the escalating of the situation and the peaceful Resolution.

(Microphone cutting in and out). 

‑‑ causing more intensive situation.  Telecommunication is a specific technical issue.  ‑‑ national peace and security.  ITU is not a proper forum to discuss such a problem.  China always ‑‑ politicize the ICT issue.  We hope ITU will continue to focus on its main business avoiding to talk about the sensitive issue or politicizing the issue and that can influence the proceeding of our meeting.  Thank you, Chair.

>>  Chair:  Thank you, China.  Japan.  Japan.

>>  Japan:  We fully go along with the statement presented about I Ukraine.  The aggression by Russia against Ukraine is a clear violation of sovereignty and regional integrity.  The attempt to change the status quo by force and enact that shakes the very foundation of international order.  Japan will welcome the report made by ITU based on the Resolution 1408 which highlights serious damage as well as the losses due to the disruption of the telecommunication infrastructure and the cyber attacks by Russia.

Japan condemns the acts by Russia in the strongest possible terms.  Based on this, the contribution from Spain fully reflects our position.

>>  Chair:  Thank you, Japan.  Saudi Arabia, please.  Cuba.  Cuba, please.  I'm sorry.  Saudi Arabia.  Saudi Arabia now speaking, please.  Have you restored your request for the floor?  Australia.

>>  Australia:  Australia remains set.  Thank you very much for the floor.  Australia remains steadfast in its support of Ukraine and the multi‑country contribution.  It's important to continue working with international partners to appreciate principled and practical ways to assist Ukraine to help resolve and recover from the immoral and unprovoked invasion by Russia.

Supporting its Resolution is another opportunity to do just that.  (This Resolution).  By continuing the provision of technical assistance to the Ukrainian telecommunications sector in line with its mandate to assist countries in need.

Australia implores other council members to support Document C23/92 (Rev‑1).  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

>>  Chair:  Thank you, Australia.  Italy.  Italy.

>>  Italy:  Thank you, Chair.  We also fully support the contribution from Spain, and we are in favor of assisting Ukraine in rebuilding the destroyed telecommunications infrastructure, and we hope that the normal thinking of people will cease with this destruction because there's one side of destructing, and we want to have a peaceful continuation, but without bombing, without destruction of telecommunication infrastructure.  That is our purpose here at ITU, International Telecommunications Union, and we are in favor of this Resolution amended.  Thank you.

>>  Chair:  Thank you, Italy.  Cuba.

>>  Cuba:  Thank you, Chair.  Our delegation believes it is essential to avoid politicizing this Union.  The ITU must remain incredible as a U.N. specialized telecommunications agency.

In the past we worked by consensus to find solutions to most issues.  This tradition must continue.  As a member state of Council, we are responsible for ensuring our work, the ITU aligns with the provisions of the Constitution in force and complies with its mandate avoiding political issues and the responsibility of other United Nations, including the General Assembly.  ITU has a role to play in rebuilding the telecommunications sector in countries in conflict.

We believe that Resolution 1408 already enables the ITU to carry out this task in Ukraine and also makes it possible to continue this work and allocate resources to this end.

A collective effort must be made to avoid any political contamination for which is not in line with the mandate of this organization.  We have to ‑‑ the actions to follow credible historical nonselective leadership of ITU in terms of assistance and international cooperation and telecommunications.  Thank you.

>>  Chair:  Thank you very much, Cuba.  I think there was a request from Korea on screen.  I don't know if Korea wishes to speak.  South Africa.

Korea.  Korea.

>>  Korea:  Thank you, Chairman.  We believe that ITU should play a role in the recovery of telecommunications sector in Ukraine.  We would like to support this Resolution.  Thank you.  

>>  Chair:  Thank you very much, Korea.  South Africa.

>>  South Africa:  Thank you, Chairperson, and good afternoon to everyone.  South Africa's international policies oppose, such as a movement that always stresses the importance of the end pent and refraining from the ‑‑ from conflict and rather support peaceful Resolution of conflict through dialogue and negotiation.

Similarly, as a country we've always espoused the idea of father, consistent, multi‑system call tenant of our foreign policy.  It is for this reason that we want to align ourselves with the statement made by Cuba.  Thank you.

>>  Chair:  Thank you, South Africa.  If I look through all the opinions expressed, I see no strong objection to this document.  I request you approve this document.  Thank you.

I see no objection.  Russia, you have the floor.  Sorry.  First of all, China.  First it's China.  You go ahead, China.

>>  China:  Mr. Chair, China as well as our countries have expressed their views on this position.  All the positions should be taken into account and dually reflected.  China is of the view that the 2022 Council has adopted Resolution 1408.  This Resolution is conducive to helping Ukraine to reconstruct its telecommunication infrastructure.  Regarding the revision of this Resolution, we should only focus on its specific goal.

Thank you so much.

>>  Chair:  Thank you, China.  I would now like to give the floor to the Russian Federation, please.  You have the floor.

>>  Russian federation:  Thank you, Chair.  The Russian Federation would like to make a statement on this agenda item.

This proposed update to Council Resolution 1408 and activities implemented as a further attempt to exert political pressure on activities of U.N. specialized agencies and discreditation of Russia.  Under Article 10 of the ITU Constitution Plenary Conferences, Council is the governing union on behalf of the conference itself within its authority under the constitution.

PP‑22 did not grant Council any empowerments to take any action on this Resolution, including extending its help to intervene, right to identify legal status of relations between ITU Member States.  It didn't give any rights to examine the status of any ITU Member States as being trustworthy partners in ITU activities.

Also, PP‑22 gave no rights to identify or judge activities of any ITU Member States as being unjustified or running counter to the Constitution and mission of the ITU, and there was no right to level accusations against any members of the Union or any actions undertaken by any member state.

Russia reaffirms commitment to the ITU's activity to provide technical assistance and support to countries in difficult situations for the implementation of over ten plenary and Council resolutions governing some 20 countries.  The focus of the Secretary‑General and a certain group of Member States of the Union to provide assistance to a single member shows a selective approach in using financial and human resources of the Union to have a mandate on this issue.

In 2022 alone similar problems were faced by several ITU Member States already covered by a number of resolutions of the plenary moving forward.  So we are concerned that other events within the ITU mandate, for instance, helping Turkiye and Syria to rebuild their telecommunications from February '23 earthquake are not receiving sufficient attention or are simply being ignored by the current Council session.

It is interesting that the position on this issue expressed as the opinion of the majority, indeed, is not a majority position.  Only one‑third of ITU Member States and one‑fifth of those not in the Council are supporting politicization of this issue deliberately channelling the work of the ITU away from its mandate and to the rhetoric of populism.

In the basic text the purpose of the Resolution 1408 is to provide technical assistance, not defining status of relations between ITU Member States and judging their development prospects.  Political commitment to Resolution 1408 and possible subsequent wordings mean that we do not feel we are bound by this Resolution.  We believe it does not extend to our country.  We prohibit the use of the name Russia and Russian Federation and any to Resolution 1408.

We look forward to the plenary 2022 and at the end of the plenary in '22.  The delegation of the Russian Federation will transmit the text of this statement to be attached to the minutes of the ITU Council Plenary.

>>  Chair:  Thank you very much, Russian Federation.  Given the comments shared in this plenary, I would like to suggest that we take note of the comments from China, Cuba, and South Africa in the record of this plenary and of the observant member state as well.  The Russian Federation, of course.

With that, I would like to declare consensus on Document 92 (Rev‑1).  The document is, thereby, approved.

(Applause). 

>>  Chair:  I would like to thank all Member States.  I would like to thank all Member States for your participation.  I hope you have a wonderful weekend, and thank you very much.  With that, I would like to close today's session.  Thank you very much.

Moreover, we have a steering committee meeting following this meeting.  Thank you.

(Meeting adjourned 10:38 a.m. CST) 
